C-034-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. See Section 2.5.1 for a
description of the refined Segment A alternatives that avoid displacing
the church.
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C-035-001

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and for highlighting its significance
to the region’s Baltic community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound
Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative
that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the
additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue
NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none
of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace
the church or the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the
property has been maintained, although a portion of land on the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.
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C-036-001

Thank you for providing signatures regarding opposition to Alternatives
C1 and C2. Per the request of signatories, the signatures have not been
included in the Final EIS.
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C-037-001

Please note that the majority of patrons for most stations would be
arriving via transit, walking or biking, but parking is still expected as part
of a solution that attracts patrons who might otherwise make the trip on
congested highways.

The parking supply levels currently proposed reflect continued
projections showing demand for parking as one element of an effective
multimodal access plan, consistent with Sound Transit's adopted System
Access Policy. Even with potential redevelopment in station areas, the
project is being designed to serve the larger north corridor area, which is
densely developed, largely residential and constitutes a large population
that uses park and rides and transit today to reach jobs and destinations
at the regional centers in the north and south, including downtown
Seattle, Northgate and Lynnwood.

C-037-002

The plan for transit service connections to stations will be refined in
coordination with partner transit agencies and local jurisdictions as the
project approaches the start of operation; in King County, this planning
would be led by King County Metro. The project's current transit
integration plan for the project anticipates frequent local services
connecting to the stations, most of which connect to other activity
centers east or west of -5, but circulators could be considered.

C-037-003
Comment noted.
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C-038-001

There is no "party of record" designation for this project. Instead,
interested parties are encouraged to sign up to receive periodic project
updates and information disseminated by email. Sound Transit has
added Patricia Sumption's and Janet Way's email addresses to the
project update list.
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C-038-002

Sound Transit recognizes the importance of Thornton Creek and its
associated wetlands. None of the alternatives would entail in-water work
in Thornton Creek. Sound Transit also is designing the project to
minimize the potential for construction impacts and for permanent
facilities to interfere with possible future fish habitat restoration projects,
including at Thornton Creek. Please see Section 4.8.6 Mitigation
Measures in the Ecosystems section of the Final EIS. This section
discusses Sound Transit's policy on ecosystems mitigation, calls for
avoiding environmentally sensitive resources where possible, and
requires mitigation to achieve no net loss of ecosystem function and
acreage. The project's final design and permitting processes will also
provide opportunities for interested parties to review design proposals
and make comments.

C-038-003

The Draft EIS did not find a broad set of unavoidable and significant
adverse effects that cannot be mitigated. The Draft EIS included a
review of potential adverse direct, indirect, and cumulative effects in all
topic areas required under NEPA and SEPA, and the Draft EIS has been
subjected to the review of the public, including other resource agencies
and jurisdictions. The Final EIS has further detail on Sound Transit's
mitigation commitments for the Preferred Alternative and potential
mitigation for other alternatives. The Summary section S.10 discusses
areas where unavoidable adverse effects may remain after mitigation,
and these would primarily be related to the removal of mature vegetation
and trees in areas to be occupied by the guideway. The project would
not directly lead to overbuilding or over-densification, as any other
proposed plans or developments not allowed by currently adopted plans
would require additional approvals by local jurisdictions.

Sound Transit remains open to suggestions for minimizing impacts

and providing mitigation. It will also continue to explore ways to reduce
impacts through final design and permitting. In conjunction with the
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permit processes, Sound Transit will provide further opportunities to
involve the public, including interested parties such as the TCLDF.

C-038-004
Please see responses to Paramount Park Neighborhood Group's
comments C-033-001 through C-033-024.
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C-039-001

Your reasons for preferring three stations in Segment A, as featured

in Alternatives A10 and Al1l, are noted. The Preferred Alternative has
stations at NE 145th Street and NE 185th Street and considers an option
for a 130th Street station.

C-039-002

Your preference for Alternative B2A due to its two stations is noted. The
Final EIS considers an option to the Preferred Alternative for a second
station.
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C-040-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Please see Section 2.5.1 of the
Final EIS for a description of the refined Segment A alternatives that
avoid displacing the church.
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C-041-001

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and for highlighting its significance
to the region’s Baltic community, including the Seattle Latvian

School. The Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to explore a
Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church. Since the
publication of the Draft EIS in June 2013, additional engineering was
undertaken to reduce adverse effects on the Latvian Evangelical
Lutheran Church property and facilities. As a result, none of the
Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the
church or the church hall (also called the cultural center). Access to the
property and its functions have been maintained. Several sections in the
environmental document have been updated to address these changes
including: Section 2.5.1 describes the refined alternatives for Segment
A; Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods; Appendix F presents
revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A
alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables
concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for
each Segment A alternative.

The church building was evaluated as a noise and vibration-sensitive
property, as discussed in section 4.7 Noise and Vibration, and further
detailed in the noise and vibration technical report. The technical report
details noise levels at the church for existing conditions and for future
years with and without the project. Sound Transit is replacing the
existing noise wall with a higher noise wall, in part for the church but also
to mitigate the residential properties around the church. As a result,
there would be no remaining impacts to the church and the outside noise
levels are predicted to be similar to existing noise levels.

Construction of the light rail project near the Latvian Evangelical
Lutheran Church would take approximately 1 to 2 years. Access to the
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church and community center buildings would be maintained during
construction, and parking supply would be maintained as much as
possible, although, access or parking areas may temporarily shift as the
realigned access roadway is developed. During final design and
construction planning, and throughout the construction period, Sound
Transit will coordinate with the church and the school to minimize
impacts on church and cultural center buildings and their related
activities and functions.
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C-042-001

Sound Transit appreciates receiving these documents from your events.
Many of these components are discussed in the Draft EIS. During final
design, Sound Transit will work with local jurisdictions and offer
opportunities for public involvement as the detailed design of the station
continues. The Sound Transit project does not yet define commercial or
recreational space in the facilities, although Sound Transit does have a
Transit Oriented Development policy as described in Section 4.2 of the
Draft EIS, and is open to transit-oriented development partnerships.
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C-042-002

Thank you for the suggestions on transit service and access features for
the stations. As described in the EIS, Sound Transit developed
preliminary station access plans in coordination with King County Metro,
Community Transit, WSDOT and the local jurisdictions. This included a
transit integration plan addressing potential changes to transit service to
serve the stations. However, specific changes to routes and services
would be made by each of the local transit agencies in a public planning
process that would occur prior to system opening. Each of the stations
include pedestrian and bicycle access features, and where streets are
altered or reconstructed for the project, bicycle and pedestrian facilities
are included consistent with local jurisdictional plans and standards.
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C-042-003

Thank you for your comment on the need for additional housing choices
in the city of Shoreline. Although the zoning designations at the time of
the Draft EIS did not permit multi-family or mixed-use development near
any proposed light rail station, the City of Shoreline has since been
conducting subarea planning and environmental review for the NE 185th
Street Station area. The plan changes and related zoning could
accommodate higher density residential and commercial mixed-use
developments and apartments surrounding the light rail station area, and
this would help to improve access to transit for populations that may not
own automobiles. While the City's plan and any rezoning is an action of
the City of Shoreline, it is evaluated as an indirect impact of the
Lynnwood Link Extension project, which would develop a station within
the city's action area; see Section 4.2.4 for details.

C-042-004

Thank you for your suggestions regarding possible amenities and
businesses that could be associated with light rail facilities. Section
4.2.4 in the Land Use section of Chapter 4 of the Final EIS discusses
Sound Transit's transit-oriented development program, as well as the
transit-oriented development potential for each of this project's proposed
station areas.

C-042-005

The stations are well lit, are continually monitored by security cameras,
and are regularly monitored by security personnel. Sound Transit would
implement a number of measures to deter crime in the station areas.
Measures to minimize crime would include the use of equipment (e.g.,
closed-circuit TV [CCTV], sealed fare boxes, and automatically sealed
exits), the use of anti-crime programs such as anti-graffiti programs, and
the use of security personnel. See Section 4.14 - Public Services,
Safety, and Security.

Page 291



C-042-006
Your comment that a station at NE 155th Street is not favored is noted.

C-042-007

Comment noted. Sound Transit has completed a high-capacity transit
corridor study from Lynnwood to Everett as part of the Long-Range Plan
Update and ST 3 planning. See http://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-
and-Plans/Long-range-Plan-update

C-042-008

Sound Transit light rail stations will have racks and/or lockers for bikes.
The project includes bicycle and pedestrian access facilities at station
areas and reconstructed streets, but longer routes or trails to the station
area are not currently defined as part of the Lynnwood project. Sound
Transit does not operate bike rental enterprises. Parking spaces would
be provided at each of the station locations included in the Preferred
Alternative. Stations and parking structures will be ADA-compliant, so
they will accommodate people with disabilities, elders, and others.
Sound Transit will work with local transit agencies and the cities to
coordinate transit services to stations, but any changes to routes and
services would be made by King County Metro or Community Transit,
the local transit agencies.

C-042-009
Please see the response to comment C-042-003.
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C-042-010
Please see response to comment C-042-004.

C-042-011

Sound Transit designs and maintains its stations to be safe, secure and
clean. The stations are well lit, feature security cameras, and are
regularly monitored by security personnel. Crime is not expected to
increase as a result of operation of the stations. Several studies have
concluded that crime around stations mirrors crime rates in the
surrounding neighborhoods. Most areas in the project corridor have low
crime rates. Sound Transit would implement a number of measures to
deter crime in the station areas. Measures to minimize crime would
include the use of equipment (e.g., closed-circuit TV [CCTV], sealed fare
boxes, and automatically sealed exits), the use of anti-crime programs
such as anti-graffiti programs, and the use of security personnel. 2010
crime statistics related to already built Sound Transit facilities show that
the crime rate per number of riders at transit facilities and on light rail
and commuter rail trains is substantially lower compared to overall per
capita crime rates in Seattle, Tukwila, and SeaTac.

Based on a system-wide policy adopted by the Sound Transit Board,
Sound Transit stations generally do not include public restrooms, partly
for health and safety/security reasons.

C-042-012

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA and local

code impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels
below the criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described
in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

C-042-013
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Your comment stating that a station at 155th Street is not favored is
noted.

C-042-014

Thank you for the suggestions. Decisions about future land uses and
private development, such as the types of shops and restaurants around
Sound Transit stations, is not determined by Sound Transit.

Sound Transit facilities will be ADA-compliant, and will be developed in
accordance with Sound Transit's Sustainability Plan, as described in
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, which outlines goals to protect the
environment and create a healthy community and economy.
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C-043-001

Thank you for your comments describing the importance of the Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran Church and community center to the Estonian
community. See Section 2.5.1 for a description of the refined Segment A
alternatives with reduced impacts on the church. Under all alternatives,
the project now avoids the potential displacement of the church or
community center.

During project construction, the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church
and center would experience temporary effects from construction, but
coordination and mitigation by Sound Transit would allow normal church
and cultural center activities to continue. Construction would be ongoing
for 1-2 years in proximity to the church. Construction would occur
predominantly during weekdays between about 8 am and 6 pm,

though evening and weekend construction may occasionally be required.
In addition to truck traffic and temporary changes in access routes in the
area, other effects such as noise, dust, light, and glare are described in
Sections 3.3, 4.5.3, 4.6.4, and 4.7.4; mitigation is outlined in Sections
3.6,4.5.6,4.6.7, and 4.7.7. Longer term, mitigation with noise walls
would avoid long-term noise impacts for the Latvian Evangelical
Lutheran Church or community center, as discussed in Section 4.7.3,
with mitigation measures in Section 4.7.7.
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C-044-001
Your support for alternatives with stations at NE 145th Street and NE
185th Street is noted.

C-044-002
Thank you for your comments in support of stations at NE 145th Street
and NE 185th Street.
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C-045-001

The Final EIS and the Ecosystems Technical Report provides further
information on the impacted wetland areas and potential mitigation,
based on current conceptual designs used for the EIS and other
measures defined for the Preferred Alternative. Further details on the
mitigation, including mitigation sites, would be developed by Sound
Transit during final design and permitting stages for the project. Local
jurisdiction and resource agency permitting processes will also provide
further opportunities for public review and input by interested parties.

C-045-002

Thank you for sharing your thoughts on the potential benefits of
developing mitigation in the Jackson Park Golf Course/Thornton Creek
area. The project's design and permitting process would include
extensive coordination between Sound Transit and city agencies with
responsibility for issuing permits and approvals, but would also have
opportunities for coordination with other interested parties.

C-045-003
Thank you for your comment and the suggestion on two sites/properties
for mitigation.

C-045-004
Your comment supporting wetland and green space preservation with
these properties is noted.

C-045-005

If project-specific mitigation is developed for this project, site selection
would emphasize a watershed approach. Plans would be developed in
cooperation with resource agencies. This project will follow all applicable
federal, state, and local environmental laws and regulations, including
tree protection standards and tree replacement ratios.
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C-046-001

The study area and methodology defined for the Lynnwood Link
Extension project were reviewed by resource agencies and local
jurisdictions. Sound Transit looked further than the area of direct impact
for the Affected Environment.

C-046-002

This project will comply with all local critical area codes, including
prescribed buffer widths within each local jurisdiction. See Section 4.8 -
Ecosystem Resources in the Final EIS for current wetland impact
information.

C-046-003

None of the alternatives would entail in-water work in Thornton Creek;
therefore, Sound Transit does not have any plans to daylight the stream
or replace culverts. Sound Transit designs would also avoid conflicts with
anticipated fish habitat restoration projects, such as those on the state's
fish passage project list. For example, where I-5 culvert replacements
are anticipated, Sound Transit could design bridges or box culverts for
the guideway to accommodate future restored stream channels.

C-046-004

This project will abide by all applicable federal, state, and local
environmental laws and regulations. Minimization of impervious surfaces
is a priority for Sound Transit in consideration not only of ecological
factors, but also capital costs and long-term maintenance. As stated in
the Draft EIS Section 4.9.2, Sound Transit is evaluating measures to
control risks to water quality that include minimizing impervious
footprints, avoiding the placement of project elements in or near water
resources where possible, and installing appropriate surface water
management facilities. Sound Transit is also evaluating potential
cumulative impacts of growth in the surrounding area, considering that

Page 303



new developments would also be required to implement required
stormwater best management practices.

C-046-005

Locating mitigation within the watershed impacted is a priority for Sound
Transit. Federal, state, and local regulations may require Sound Transit
to mitigate impacts on wetlands and buffers using an approved mitigation
bank (if available in the future), King County in-lieu fee program, or
project-specific mitigation developed by Sound Transit. If project-specific
mitigation is developed for this project, site selection would emphasize a
watershed approach.

C-046-006

This project will abide by all applicable federal, state, and local
environmental laws and regulations, including tree protection standards
and tree replacement ratios. Contiguous or proximal projects will be
considered in wetland, stream, and buffer mitigation site selection.

C-046-007

Since the review of potential mitigation sites for the Draft EIS, these sites
are no longer available. Both are scheduled for construction in 2014.
The sites will be removed from Sound Transit's review of potential sites
under consideration for project-specific mitigation.

C-046-008
Thank you for the suggestion on two other sites/properties. These have
been added to list of properties considered for mitigation sites.
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C-046-009

The Ecosystem Resources Technical Report provides additional
information on fish species in the North Branch of Thornton Creek,
including observations of Chinook, coho, and sockeye salmon. The
potential impacts on fish by guideway construction and operation under
the light rail alternatives are discussed in Section 4.8.2, Long-term
Impacts. Also see the Final EIS Appendix O, the Biological Assessment
prepared in support of Endangered Species Act compliance for the
project.

C-046-010

The Ecosystem Resources Technical Report provides additional
information on the regulations pertinent to this analysis. Compliance with
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act is discussed on page 4-146 of the Draft
EIS.
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[-001-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA
impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below
this criteria. Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe
impacts according to FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for
noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

For construction, the local construction noise ordinance would be
applicable, and Sound Transit is committed to maintaining construction
noise levels within the criteria. Further, construction noise for this project
is similar to construction noise for a paving project, building construction
or any other construction project and Sound Transit works with local
residences and business to minimize construction impacts.

[-001-002

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement of the
parking for the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Since the
publication of the Draft EIS in July 2013, additional engineering was
undertaken to reduce adverse effects on the Latvian Evangelical
Lutheran Church property and facilities. As a result, access to the
property has been maintained, and the church parking lot would be
modified, but parking supply maintained; see Section 3.2.7 in the Final
EIS.

[-001-003

Sound Transit will work with local jurisdictions to ensure that emergency
services access is maintained to all occupied buildings, both during
construction and after light rail begins operation.

[-001-004
Vibration from trains running will not contribute to the piano going out of
tune. The vibration from moving trains will be much less than the
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vibration generated within the instrument as it is being played.
Construction vibration mitigation described in the Final EIS will be
implemented during work at the property to minimize the risk of adverse
effects at the church property.

[-001-005

It is correct that elevated trains may have views for passengers into
adjacent properties, although noise walls, vegetation, and the speed of
the trains would make views of individual properties less distinct and
fleeting. At-grade trains would be at similar heights to I-5 traffic including
buses.
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[-002-001
Thank you for your comment.
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[-003-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C3 over
the other two alternatives and for stating a preference for the Option 2
station alternative for an elevated station relocated east of 46th Avenue
W. Following the publication of the Draft EIS, Sound Transit continued
to work with the City of Lynnwood and others to define a modification to
Alternative C3, which is evaluated in the Final EIS as the Preferred
Alternative.
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[-004-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-005-001

Thank you for your comment. Table 4.1-1 is a summary of the number of
parcels that could potentially be affected by each alternative. Figures I-
4.1-1 through 1-4.1-4 identify these parcel locations, and Tables I-4.1-1
through 1-4.1-3 identify parcel addresses. Streets that would require
modification by the Preferred Alternative are identified in the Final EIS.

[-005-002

Permits are required for any Sound Transit Lynnwood Link Extension
construction that falls under City of Shoreline jurisdiction, and
infrastructure replaced due to such construction will be built to existing
codes.

[-005-003

The noise analysis for the project uses the FTA impact criteria and
Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts
according to FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are
described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade
or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail noise impacts. In

addition, where existing WSDOT noise walls are removed and replaced
as part of the project, they will meet the requirements of, and be
approved by, WSDOT and FHWA.

Your suggestion for a lid is noted, but sound walls are planned at this
location.
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[-005-004

Please see response to comment I-005-003 regarding noise. For
vibration, mitigation measures include track isolation systems, which are
effective and typically reduce vibration to below the FTA criteria.

[-005-005

Existing vegetation is not a notable source of mitigation for noise. Noise
impacts are calculated based on existing noise levels plus light rail noise,
as described in Section 4.7. Removal of vegetation from NE 155th Street
to Ridgecrest Park is addressed in the Draft EIS on page 4-77 and in the
high visual impact ratings for all alternatives on pages 4-84 and 4-85.

Habitat loss is addressed on page 4-136 of the Draft EIS. The Final EIS
has additional detail on mitigation proposed for the Preferred Alternative.

[-005-006

The EIS includes a summary of the existing groundwater conditions
based on available information. Project-specific geotechnical borings,
including monitoring wells, will be installed to further evaluate
groundwater conditions along the project alignment. Subsurface
drainage will be provided where required to intercept and control
groundwater seepage. Collected groundwater seepage and surface
water will be infiltrated where possible to provide recharge to the regional
groundwater system.

[-005-007

The Draft EIS describes the partial replacement of the berm and row of
cottonwoods in section 4.17.2, page 4-216. Section 4.17 of the Draft EIS
describes potential mitigation measures for Ridgecrest Park to

include replacement landscaping and other improvements to restore the
park to the same or better condition, and to construct a barrier between
the light rail facility and the park that replaces noise reduction and visual
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screening functions of the affected berm. The Final EIS has additional
details.

[-005-008

The analysis in Table 4.5.1 includes more items directed at residential
and other non-highway visual impacts than I-5 related impacts. The EIS
addresses impacts on I-5 because of specific policies of state and
federal agencies regarding highway appearance and specific state
guidelines for roadside character. The extent to which vegetation
removal, relocation of noise walls, and the elevated alternatives affect
the visual integrity, unity and presence of encroaching elements is
addressed throughout Section 4.5. The potential property value impacts
of visual quality impacts are not addressed in this section. Section 4.3.4
addresses potential negative property value impacts of noise, light,
shadow, views, access and parking.

[-005-009

Potential mitigation measures for visual quality impacts on Draft EIS
pages 4-91 through 4-93 indicate general mitigation concepts and
approaches. All of the potential mitigation measures identified have the
potential for application to the area from NE 152nd Street to NE 178th
Street as indicated in Table 4.5-2. Details such as the size and height
will be developed during the final design phase of the project. As noted
on page 4-91, itis likely to take 15 to 20 years to screen parking garages
and noise walls and 30 to 50 years to replace the appearance of mature
evergreen trees, and this is identified as an unavoidable adverse effect
in the EIS.
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[-006-001

A Mountlake Terrace Transit Center Station with no proposed transit
station at 220th Street was considered in the Draft EIS for Alternative B2.
However, all the alternatives would offer a time savings over existing and
future transit service, and would be competitive with the automobile.
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[-007-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-008-001

Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit recognizes that the
relocation of a business or residence is an inconvenience and

hardship for those involved. Sound Transit policy provides for a fair and
equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its projects,
and this includes a commitment to provide replacement structures in a
manner consistent with state and federal law. This policy has been
successfully implemented on several of the Link lines already. Sound
Transit will help displaced parties to relocate in the same neighborhood
or area where feasible. Similarly, when businesses are impacted, Sound
Transit will conduct appraisals and work closely with business owners to
determine the replacement value of impacted properties and enterprises,
and to identify potential replacement properties. Section 4.1.7 discusses
Sound Transit's acquisition and relocation policy.
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[-009-001

Thank you for your comments. Your opposition to Alternatives C1 and
C2 has been noted, including your concerns about impacts to
businesses and residences. Sound Transit recognizes that the relocation
of a business or residence is an inconvenience and hardship for those
involved. Sound Transit policy provides for a fair and equitable means of
addressing real property impacts across its projects. Please refer

to Section 4.1.7 for information on compensation and relocation
processes.
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[-010-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-011-001
Thank you for stating your preference for a station at NE 145th Street
over a station at NE 130th Street.

Placing a station at NE 205th Street was considered during the initial
alternatives analysis and determined to not be a reasonable option; see
Section 2.6, which describes the alternative development process.
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[-012-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-013-001

Sound Transit recently performed a high-capacity transit corridor study
from Lynnwood to Everett to explore extending high-capacity transit
service to Everett. If you are interested in Sound Transit's future plans,
please visit the agency's website at: www.soundtransit.org.

[-013-002

Thank you for your comment. It is not clear which open space options
the comment is referencing, but the EIS alignments were selected based
on available right-of-way, proximity to accessible stations, and
environmental factors.
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[-014-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region's Latvian
community, and the larger Baltic community. Following the publication of
the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit to
develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the church.
The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall (also called the cultural center). With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained. Sound Transit will mitigate
moderate and severe noise impacts, as identified using FTA criteria; see
Section 4.7, Noise and Vibration, of the EIS for the noise analysis.
Sound Transit does not expect damage to the buildings on the church
property as a result of this project.
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[-015-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-016-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-017-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-018-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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1-019-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-020-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-021-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-022-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-023-001

Comment acknowledged. Accommodation of bicycle travel to and
around the station areas, including bicycle parking, is a key
consideration for the project. See Section 3.2.5 for information about the
project's nonmotorized facilities.
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[-024-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative B4 with
a 220th Street Station. This option was considered during the initial
alternatives analysis and determined to not be a reasonable option. The
constraints of limited right-of-way in the median, the configuration of the
existing bridge and less convenient access were the primary reasons
this alternative was dropped during initial screening.
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[-025-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall (also called the cultural center). With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land
on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative
and other at-grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require
a portion of the church property.
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1-026-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-027-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative B2A
due to job access and bus connections.

[-027-002
Your comment stating a preference for Alternative C3 alignment due to
reduced noise impacts to south Lynnwood neighborhoods is noted.

[-027-003

The Preferred Alternative analyzed in the Final EIS would include
approximately 530 new parking spaces at the Lynnwood Transit Center.
This net increase of parking spaces would help address the current
parking constraints at the transit center.
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[-028-001
Park-and-ride lots are being planned at the majority of stations, with the
exception of the NE 130th Street Station.

[-028-002
Your preference for Alternative C3 due to fewer neighborhood and
business impacts is noted.
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1-029-001

Proposed traffic mitigation measures are identified in Section 3.6.4 of the
EIS. Potential improvements at the NE 185th Street intersection are
outlined in Table 3-27.

Your preference for the NE 185th Street Station Option 1 is noted.
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[-030-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-031-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-032-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for an at-grade profile
due to visual impact concerns.

[-032-002

Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for a station at NE

155th Street over NE 145th Street and appreciates the summary of the
benefits you see with a station at NE 155th Street.
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[-033-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-034-001

Thank you for stating support for alternatives that avoid impacting the
Edmonds School District property. Based in part on comments from the
public, Sound Transit selected Alternative C3, similar to the City's
suggested concept, as part of the Preferred Alternative. The Final EIS
provides further detail on how Sound Transit worked with the City and
the School District during final design and in construction planning to
minimize impacts to the District's operations.
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[-035-001
Thank you for your comment noting your preference for alternatives that
are lower elevation.
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[-036-001

Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for a station at NE 130th
Street and NE 155th Street and appreciates your summary of benefits
related to siting stations at these locations. All stations and alternative
alignments are grade separated from streets.

1-036-002
Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for Alternative B2A.
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[-036-003
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C1,
because it best serves the neighborhood.

[-036-004

Thank you for the suggestion. While the Preferred Alternative and other
alternatives remain at a conceptual level of design that does not detail all
potential access features, during final design Sound Transit will work
closely with the City and other stakeholders to develop the station's
access program.
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[-037-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-038-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1 due
to fewer environmental impacts to the Scriber Creek wetlands.
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[-039-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-040-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-041-001

Thank you for your concerns about the impacts to Lynnwood
neighborhoods' character and cohesion from the several alternatives
under consideration in Segment C.

[-041-002

Multiple connections to local and commuter bus routes will be available
at the Lynnwood Transit Center, providing service to nearby
destinations. Current Sound Transit planning efforts are also
considering extending high-capacity transit north beyond the Lynnwood
Transit Center.

[-041-003
Your suggestion is noted, but the passenger information system for the
larger transit system is not the subject of this EIS.
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[-042-001
Your preference for stations located as close to parking as possible is
noted.

[-042-002

The project schedule was provided in Figure S-9 in the Draft EIS
Summary chapter. As depicted in Figure S-9, there are many steps that
go into a large public transportation project such as the Lynnwood Link
Extension. Starting in 2010 and slated for completion in 2023,

the primary steps for the Lynnwood Link Extension includes

an alternatives analysis, development of the Draft EIS, development of
the Final EIS, design and permitting, and finally, construction. All these
activities include public and agency coordination.
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[-043-001
Thank you for your comment in favor of the NE 185th Street Station
location.
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[-044-001

Thank you for your comment. During final design, Sound Transit will
consider opportunities to protect and plant trees to the extent possible.
Please refer to the visual and aesthetic resources and ecosystems
sections of the Final EIS for more details on specific mitigation
commitments, which includes meeting the replacement requirements of
WSDOT and local jurisdictions.
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[-045-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-046-001
Thank you.
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[-047-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-048-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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1-049-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 358
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-050-001

The 1st Avenue/N 117th Street overcrossing would include bicycle and
pedestrian facilities with reconstruction. However, it would not be
reconstructed with the Preferred Alternative alignment. All stations
would include bicycle and pedestrian facilities. See Section 3.2.5 in the

Final EIS for more information.
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[-051-001
Thank you for your comment.

[-051-002

None of the alternatives that include a station at NE 155th Street would
displace the fire station, and the Preferred Alternative does not include
one. Sound Transit is aware of concerns about the possible impacts of a
station at NE 155th Street on the operations of the fire station at that
location. If the project selected for construction includes a station at NE
155th Street, Sound Transit would work closely with the Fire Department
to resolve any potential conflicts with bus and vehicle traffic to ensure
that emergency response times would be maintained both during the
construction period and operation of light rail.

[-051-003

Mitigation measures for any impacts from traffic congestion as a result of
traffic accessing a station or park-and-ride will be included as part of the
project; see Section 3.6.4 in the Final EIS.
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[-052-001

Mr. Iwata provided you with the information that we had available at the
time of the publication of the Draft EIS. Since then, Sound Transit has
made design modifications to some of the alternatives and has also
identified its Preferred Alternative. Both of these actions have resulted in
some changes to the potential property impact list. The final
determinations about which properties will be a full or partial acquisition
will not occur until final design, which is after the completion of the
environmental process and Sound Transit's and FTA's selection of the
alternative to be built. In the meantime, Sound Transit will continue to
communicate with property owners as information becomes available.
Sound Transit staff are available to discuss your concerns. Please
contact Roger lwata at: roger.iwata@soundtransit.org. Section 4.1 of the
Final EIS discusses potential acquisitions and displacements.

[-052-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate light rail transit noise that would
otherwise result in moderate or severe impacts per FTA criteria.
Potential mitigation measures are described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final
EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade
or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, if any
existing WSDOT noise walls are removed and replaced as part of the
project, they will meet the requirements of, and be approved by, WSDOT
and the FHWA.

Sound Transit will take measures to deter potential crime at stations and
parking facilities; see Section 4.14.2 of the Final EIS.
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[-052-003

In addition to noise walls and guideway features, the trains would be
moving at speeds of up to 55 miles per hour, and views of your property
would likely be fleeting.
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[-052-004

Sound Transit recognizes that the acquisition of property for light rail
projects is an inconvenience and hardship for those involved and
understands your concern about the potential partial acquisition of your
property. The direct loss of property value due to the partial acquisition
will be compensated through the Sound Transit Acquisition and
Relocation Policy as discussed in Section 4.1.7 of the EIS. Section 4.3.4
of the Final EIS discusses property values near light rail transit stations.

[-052-005

Crime is not expected to increase as a result of operation of the stations.
Several studies have concluded that crime around stations mirrors crime
rates in the surrounding neighborhoods. Most areas in the project
corridor have low crime rates. The stations are well lit, are continually
monitored by security cameras, and are regularly monitored by security
personnel. Sound Transit would implement a number of measures to
deter crime in the station areas. Measures to minimize crime would
include the use of equipment (e.g., closed-circuit TV, sealed fare boxes,
and automatically sealed exits), the use of anti-crime programs such as
anti-graffiti programs, and the use of security personnel. 2010 crime
statistics related to already built Sound Transit facilities show that the
crime rate per number of riders at transit facilities and on light rail and
commuter rail trains is substantially lower compared to overall per capita
crime rates in Seattle, Tukwila, and SeaTac.

[-052-006

Sound Transit recognizes that the acquisition of property for light rail
projects is an inconvenience and hardship for those involved and
understands your concern about the potential partial acquisition of your
property. Sound Transit determines a full or partial acquisition by
considering several factors related to the potential impacts to the
property. Please see the Final EIS Section 4.1 for the potential
acquisitions related to Preferred Alternative, and updates for some of the
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other alternatives. The final determination of acquisitions for this project
will not occur until final design. Sound Transit will continue to
communicate with property owners potentially affected by the project
as information develops.

If your property remains on the list for a partial acquisition after final
design, Sound Transit's Acquisition and Relocation Policy provides for a
fair and equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its
projects. The agency is available to answer questions about how full and
partial acquisition determinations are made and to provide information
about compensation for partial acquisitions.
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[-053-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-054-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria,
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below these criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.
Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of
the Final EIS.

[-054-002

The Lynnwood Link Extension would modify parking at Seattle Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran Church, but its overall parking supply is expected
to be maintained.

[-054-003

Removal of trees is addressed in Draft EIS discussion in Section 4.5.3,
including Table 4.5-1. The Preferred Alternative would also have noise
walls at heights similar to the existing walls, which would limit views of
the center from the train. Potential mitigation measures are discussed in
Section 4.5.6.
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[-055-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-056-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-057-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the region’s Latvian
community, the larger Baltic community, and those interested in
Scandinavian studies.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.
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[-058-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-059-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-060-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-061-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-062-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for a station at NE
130th, NE 155th, and NE 185th Streets. The project's analysis shows
that ridership would be maximized with the NE 145th and NE 185th
Street Stations. Sound Transit policy is to assess the need for improved
pedestrian and bicycle facilities within 1/4 mile of the station, and Sound
Transit will continue to develop the station access program as the project
progresses.

Park-and-ride spaces minimize parking impacts to neighborhoods and
provide access to light rail for areas transitioning from suburban to urban
densities. The number of new park-and-ride spaces in the corridor
includes approximately 432 at NE 145th Street, 500 at NE 185th Street,
and an additional 530 at the Lynnwood Transit Center.

[-062-002

Visual impacts discussed in the Draft EIS vary greatly by geographic
area and are high in areas with more removal of mature vegetation or
substantial structures.

The City of Shoreline also has a tree replacement ordinance, as does
WSDOT, for its lands. Sound Transit will meet the requirements of both
where applicable.

[-062-003

The proposed size of the garage reflects the likelihood that some people
will need to drive to access the light rail system, and the size of the
garage at various locations reflects current use and future demand. The
NE 185th Street Station has a garage option that is underground.

[-062-004
Your preference for the NE 145th Street Station Option 2 is noted. The
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potential for mitigating visual impacts of retaining walls and incorporating
art on walls is discussed in the Final EIS, Section 4.5.6.

[-062-005

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA
impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below
these criteria. Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe
impacts. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section
4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

For homes that still have impacts after noise wall mitigation, sound
insulation may be considered. This form of mitigation can include
improvements, such as new or upgraded windows, improved door seals
and other measures to maintain low interior noise levels.
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[-063-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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1-064-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the
region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those
interested in Scandinavian studies.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.
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[-065-001

Thank you for providing your alternative preferences for the project, and
the reasons you prefer them. In November 2013, the Sound Transit
Board identified its Preferred Alternative. The identified Preferred
Alternative includes Alternatives Al, B2, and a modified C3. The Board
directed the EIS to consider modifications to each of these alternatives
for the Preferred Alternative. For instance, the Final EIS considers
stations at NE 130th Street in Segment A and 220th Street SW in
Segment B, which were not part of Alternative Al or B2 in the Draft EIS.
To understand all the components of the Preferred Alternative, please
see the Final EIS for the full description and evaluation of it.
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[-066-001
Thank you for your comment in support of the Lynnwood Link Extension
Project.
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[-067-001

Sound Transit recognizes that the acquisition of property for light rail
projects is an inconvenience and hardship for those involved and
understands your concern about the potential partial acquisition of your
property. Sound Transit determines a full or partial acquisition by
considering several factors related to the potential impacts to the
property. See the Final EIS Section 4.1 for the potential acquisitions
related to Preferred Alternative, and updates for some of the other
alternatives. The final determination of acquisitions for this project will
not occur until final design. Sound Transit will continue to communicate
with property owners potentially affected by the project as information
develops.

If your property remains on the list for a partial acquisition after final
design, Sound Transit's Acquisition and Relocation Policy provides for a
fair and equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its
projects, as discussed in Section 4.1.7 in the Final EIS. The agency is
available to answer questions about how full and partial acquisition
determinations are made and to provide information about compensation
for partial acquisitions.
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[-067-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA
impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below
these criteria. Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe
impacts. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section
4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

For homes that still have impacts after noise wall mitigation, sound
insulation may be considered. This form of mitigation can include
improvements, such as new or upgraded windows, improved door seals
and other measures to maintain low interior noise levels.

For vibration, mitigation measures include track isolation systems, which
are effective and typically reduce vibration to below the FTA criteria.
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[-068-001

Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for a station at NE 145th
Street. The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS includes a
station at NE 145th Street. Please see the Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for
a description of the Preferred Alternative and its potential effects. A
decision about which alternative is built for this project will not be made
until after the Final EIS and federal Record of Decision are issued.

[-068-002

Your comment identifying concerns for potential impacts of the
Lynnwood Link Extension is noted. As you pointed out in your comment,
several of the proposed locations for light rail stations are adjacent to
single-family residential neighborhoods and the introduction of the
station and ancillary facilities and other improvements could be a
concern. The transit stations would be located along a freeway and on
the edges of existing neighborhoods and would not encroach into the
central portion of these older stable residential neighborhoods. Section
4.2, Land Use, of the EIS discusses the project's impact on surrounding
land uses during construction and operation. Neighborhood cohesion
would not be expected to change, although localized visual character
would change. Section 4.5.6 outlines mitigation measures to facilitate
station compatibility. They address building design, landscaping, and
noise wall texture.
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[-068-003

Sound Transit explored a variety of station alignment design and siting
choices along the I-5 corridor from Northgate to Lynnwood. The
alternatives discussed in the Draft EIS reflect public and agency
comments and suggestions made during the environmental scoping
comment period. The development of alignment, profile, and station
siting concepts also included working with local jurisdictions and
WSDOT. After the development of alternative concepts, Sound Transit
evaluated how well these various concepts addressed the project's
purpose and need, or other considerations, such as

environmental impacts and costs.

A station at 205th Street was not considered because it would be much
less accessible than the nearby Mountlake Terrace Transit Center, which
already has parking and transit infrastructure. It would also be very
difficult to site a station in a freeway interchange.

The decision to consider the NE 130th Street and NE 145th Street
stations as components of the Segment A alternatives was based on the
public and agency involvement, and evaluation of their ability to meet to
the purpose and need of the project, and other factors. Please see
Chapter 2 Alternatives Considered for a better understanding of the
alternatives development process.
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[-068-004
Sound Transit will continue to develop the detailed plans for stations and
parking structures during final design.
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[-069-001
Sound Transit will be avoiding impacts to the Edmonds School District
property.

Sound Transit recognizes that the acquisition of property for light rail
projects is an inconvenience and hardship for those involved

and understands your concern about the potential partial acquisition of
your property. Final determinations of the property needs for the project,
including acquisitions (partial and full) and displacements, will be based
on the project's final design after Sound Transit completes the EIS
process, selects the alternative to be built, and develops final
engineering and design plans. Minimization of acquisitions,
displacements, and relocations is a priority for Sound Transit.

Please see the Final EIS Section 4.1 for the potential acquisitions related
to Preferred Alternative, and updates for some of the other alternatives.
The final determination of acquisitions for this project will not occur until
final design. Sound Transit will continue to communicate with property
owners potentially affected by the project as information develops.

If your property remains on the list for a partial acquisition after final
design, Sound Transit's Acquisition and Relocation Policy provides for a
fair and equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its
projects. The agency is available to answer questions how full and partial
acquisition determinations are made and to provide information about
compensation for partial acquisitions.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-070-001

Prior to the development of the Draft EIS, Sound Transit studied various
corridor options for this project. That work is called the Alternative
Analysis and the reports are available to the public in Appendix K of the
Draft EIS and on the Lynnwood Link Extension website at:
http://www.soundtransit.org/Projects-and-Plans/Lynnwood-Link-
Extension/Lynnwood-Link-Document-Archive/Lynnwood-Draft-
Environmental-Impact-Statement. This analysis showed that high-
capacity transit along I-5 would be most beneficial when compared to
high-capacity transit on SR 99, NE 5th or NE 15th. Sound Transit spent
a great deal of time considering corridor options other than I-5. Please
review the Alternatives Analysis Report for this evaluation.

[-070-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.

Sound Transit has been in contact with representatives of the church
prior to May 2013; see Appendix L, Public Involvement and Agency
Coordination, of the Final EIS for a table that lists Sound Transit's
outreach activities to the church.

I-070-003
At the time of the publication of the Draft EIS, alternatives located in
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different corridors (such as SR 99 or NE 15th) had been considered but
dismissed; see response to comment I-070-001 above.

See the response to 1-070-002 directly above that addresses how the
project will not displace the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Sound
Transit has been in communication with the church since 2012; see
Appendix L of the Final EIS for a table that lists Sound Transit's outreach
activities to the church.
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[-071-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Please see Section 2.5.1 of the
Final EIS for a description of the refined Segment A alternatives that
avoid displacing the church.

[-071-002

Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS discusses the project's impacts during
construction and operation. Section 4.4 discusses impacts to social
resources, including the church.

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.
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As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of
a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-072-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Please see Section 2.5.1 of the
Final EIS for a description of the refined Segment A alternatives that
avoid displacing the church.
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[-073-001

Thank you for your comment. Minimizing the number of residents
displaced, as well as the number of properties acquired for this project is
a priority for Sound Transit. In addition to the information on specific
affected properties in the EIS, Sound Transit has contacted potentially
affected parties to offer information and assistance.
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[-074-001

A station at NE 145th Street was under consideration for the Draft EIS
and is also included in the Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS. Sound
Transit has been considering a station at this location since the
beginning of the environmental review process. Thank you for the
additional information on the City of Lake Forest Park's plans for
development on NE 145th Street to the east of the proposed station.
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[-075-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.
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[-076-001
Thank you for your comments.
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[-078-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-079-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-082-001

Thank you for your suggestion for a straight-line alignment of the light rail
system between Federal Way and Lynnwood. A full discussion of the
overall proposed light rail system can be found in "Sound Transit 2: A
Mass Transit Guide - The Regional Transit System Plan for Central
Puget Sound"published by Sound Transit in July 2008. However, the
scope of the Lynnwood Link Extension EIS is focused on connections
between Northgate and Lynnwood.

[-082-002

Thank you for your comment about the importance of serving the small
communities along the route of the proposed Lynnwood Link Extension
project. As demonstrated by the number of stations and combination of
stations represented in the several alternatives evaluated in the EIS,
Sound Transit is committed to providing the best service to residents
along the entire route of the proposed light rail extension. Also, the
construction of all light rail transit facilities (sidewalks, stairs/elevators,
and access into the light rail train cars) will comply with all required
standards of The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 to ensure
access by the elderly and persons with physical disabilities. See Section
2.3 of the Final EIS.
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[-083-001

Thank you for your letter regarding Sound Transit's TOD Policy and for
your interest in creating transit-oriented communities in the station
areas. Sound Transit's project was designed to respond to the purpose
and need described in Chapter 1. The Sound Transit policy on TOD is
intended to help guide the development of the project, but it does not
override the project's purpose and need, and it is to be considered along
with other design and environmental considerations that shaped the
development of alternative alignments and stations. Please see Chapter
2, Section 2.6.1 for more details on factors affecting the alternatives.
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[-083-002

Since the release of the Draft EIS and the identification of the Preferred
Alternative, the City of Shoreline has conducted additional planning that
would help create development patterns more oriented to transit at the
NE 145th Street and the NE 185th Street stations. The assessments of
the potential for TOD reflected a variety of factors, including local
regulations, market conditions and availability of land. The City of
Lynnwood, the City of Mountlake Terrace and Sound Transit have also
been working collaboratively to advance the TOD potential in their
station areas. During final design, Sound Transit also will continue to
consider TOD development partnerships and related opportunities to
design the station and station areas in ways that support

TOD. However, the station locations and the decisions to include
parking facilities respond to other Sound Transit policy commitments,
including for system access (encouraging a balance of modes, and
recognizing the need to serve existing as well as future land use patterns
in the larger corridor), sustainability, and environmental management.
As described in more detail in Chapter 2, other corridors away from the
freeway were considered, but the environmental impacts of building light
rail through established communities with few other continuous
north/south corridors besides SR 99 limited the potential for placing
stations other than adjacent to I-5. Please see Chapter 4, Land Use,
Section 4.2.5 for a discussion on TOD potential.
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[-084-001
Thank you for your comment.
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[-085-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-086-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-087-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-088-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-089-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for the NE 185th
Street Station, Option 1, included in Alternative Al.
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[-090-001

Thank you for your comment concerning changes in traffic in the future.
Analysis of 2020 traffic volumes is not presented in the EIS, however,
projected traffic volumes for 2035 with and without the proposed
Lynnwood Link Extension project are discussed. See Table 3-7,
Screenline Volumes and Volume-to-Capacity Ratios. Comparison of
these traffic volumes in this table show a consistent reduction in traffic
volumes with the Light Rail Alternative.

Section 2.5.4 Light Rail Operations discusses the planned operation of
the light rail service with four-car trains. Train frequency could increase
as demand increases.

High-speed technology could not be implemented without complete
reconstruction of the rail tracks, station platforms, operating system, as
well as the purchase of all new trains. Moreover, operation of a high-
speed train system would not be appropriate considering the relatively
short distances between the transit stations.

[-090-002
Sound Transit will be meeting the tree replacement requirements of the
corridor cities as well as WSDOT.
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[-091-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C3, due
to reduced impacts on Scriber Creek and wetlands, Scriber Creek Park,
and residences. The Sound Transit Board identified a modified C3 as
the Preferred Alternative.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-092-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA
impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below
this criteria. Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe
impacts. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section
4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

[-092-002

The local jurisdictions control zoning and development regulations and
policies. Most of the areas along the alignment have relatively limited
transit oriented development potential due to the residential character of
the neighborhoods surrounding the identified transit stations. The
exception would be the area around the Lynnwood Transit Center and
the Mountlake Terrace station area both of which would have moderate
to strong TOD potential. Sections 4.2.4 and 4.3.4 describe the indirect
and secondary impacts for land use and economics,

respectively. Section 5.3.1 of the Draft EIS presents the operation and
maintenance costs for the Lynnwood Link Extension, which is about $16
million per year.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-093-001
Thank you for stating your preference for Option 1 of the NE 185th Street
Station.

[-093-002

The option to introduce neighborhood parking permits to manage the
spillover parking is included in mitigation. It would be up to the City of
Shoreline to implement a neighborhood parking permit program.

[-093-003

Thank you for your interest in Lynnwood Link Extension and your
comment regarding possible commercial development near the 185th
Street Station. Commercial uses require allowable zoning and must meet
development requirements. The City has developed a subarea plan near
the proposed 185th Street Station that may permit some commercial
development near the station.
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[-094-001

The park-and-ride lots have generally been sized to accommodate a
balance between forecasted parking demand and minimizing potential
impacts created by the facility.

[-094-002

Thank you for your suggestion. The public meetings that were held
during public comment period for the Draft EIS were held from

5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and were well attended. In addition to the public
open house/public hearing, there were other opportunities to comment
including sending written comments and emails directly to Sound Transit.
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[-095-001

Thank you for your comment stating your concerns for adverse
residential, wildlife habitat, and neighborhood impacts of the Segment C
alternatives and your preference for Alternative C3. A modified version
of Alternative C3 was identified as the Preferred Alternative.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 427

2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-096-001

The park-and-ride lots have generally been sized to accommodate a
balance between forecasted parking demand and minimizing potential
impacts created by the facility. Station access designs are considering
safe and effective access by all modes, and are being coordinated with
local jurisdictions.

[-096-002

Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit has a fare enforcement
system that includes on-board patrols and penalties for non-payment of
fares. Stations will have ticket vending machines as well as card
readers.
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[-097-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Option 2 of
Alternative C1. Please see Chapter 2, Section 2.6.2 for a discussion of
why west side alignments are not proposed south of Mountlake Terrace.

[-097-002

Thank you for your input. One of the benefits of the project would be to
reduce the need for transfers and to reduce waiting times. Sound
Transit will work further with local transit agencies to coordinate transit
services to stations as the project approaches operation. However, new
routes and services are the jurisdiction of local transit agencies. Each of
the stations include pedestrian and bicycle improvements.
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[-098-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.
Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of
the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade
or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, if any
existing highway noise walls are removed, they will be replaced.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

1-099-001
Your preference for stations at 130th Street, 145th Street, and 185th
Street due to east-west transit access is noted.

[-099-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.
Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of
the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade
or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, if any
existing highway noise walls are removed, they will be replaced as part
of the project. Sound Transit will coordinate with affected property
owners as the project continues into final design.

[-099-003

During final design, Sound Transit will coordinate with adjacent property
owners where the project would involve construction affecting their
parcels.

[-099-004

Documentation of project activities started in 2010 during the alternatives
analysis which included a Report and SEPA addendum (Sound Transit,
September 2011). The Final EIS includes the public comments to the
Draft EIS, and responses to those comments. Chapter 6 describes

the opportunities for public input.
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[-100-001
The 130th Station is included as an option being considered in the Final
EIS.
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[-101-001

Thank you for your comment, including your suggestion for an alternate
155th Street Station. The 155th Street Station is not part of the
Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS. Final determinations of
the property needs for the project, including acquisitions and
displacements, will be based on the project's final design after Sound
Transit completes the EIS process, selects the alternative to be built, and
develops final engineering and design plans. Minimization of
acquisitions, displacements, and relocations is a priority for Sound
Transit.

[-101-002
Thank you for your comment.
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[-102-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-103-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative A3.
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[-104-001
Thank you for stating your preference for Alternative A3.
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[-105-001

The Preferred Alternative has been designed to avoid displacing the
church. Any major modification to I-5 would be a less effective solution
and involves higher levels of construction impacts, property impacts, and
higher costs. Refer to Chapter 2 for a description of the Preferred
Alternative.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-106-001

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.
The FTA criteria for noise are based on exterior noise levels and are
more stringent than the criteria for traffic. Sound Transit's policy is to
mitigate moderate or severe impacts. Potential mitigation measures for
noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS. Sound walls are
planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as
mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, if any existing highway
noise walls are removed, they will be replaced as part of the project. For
vibration, mitigation measures include track isolation systems, which are
effective and typically reduce vibration to below the FTA criteria.
Potential mitigation measures for vibrations are described in Section
4.7.7 of the Final EIS. For homes that still have impacts after mitigation,
sound insulation may be considered. This form of mitigation can include
improvements, such as new or upgraded windows, improved door seals
and other measures to maintain low interior noise levels. This package
would also include a fresh air circulation system or some form of fresh air
exchange.

In terms of congestion, in areas where light rail creates an impact, the
project identifies improvements as mitigation that would return local
intersections in the area to the same as they would be without the project
or better. Please see section 3.6 for potential mitigation measures for
local streets and arterials.

While the EIS describes construction impacts, some of which will be
unavoidable, the project also identifies mitigation in each of the
environmental topic areas in Chapters 3 and 4 to reduce their severity,
and construction is not expected to impair people's ability to live, work
and conduct their normal activities in the communities along the project.
Alternatives C1 and C2, which would be closest to your home, are not
the Preferred Alternative.
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[-107-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for the Segment A
elevated alternatives with stations at 130th, 155th, and 185th. All of the
project alternatives that were in the Draft EIS are included in the Final
EIS. However, Sound Transit selected Alternative Al, with some
modifications, as part of the Preferred Alternative. This alternative would
include stations at 145th Street NE and 185 Street NE. Please see the
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative.
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[-108-001

Your comment is acknowledged. All of the project alternatives that were
in the Draft EIS are included in the Final EIS. However, Sound Transit
has identified its Preferred Alternative for Segment A, which includes a
station as described as Option 1 under Alternative Al in the Draft

EIS. After publication of the Final EIS, the Sound Transit Board will
select the alternative to be built.

[-108-002

Thank you for the suggestions. Sound Transit has been coordinating
with the local agencies to develop pedestrian and bicycle improvements
in station areas and along rebuilt streets. A continuous trail along the rail
line is not currently included as part of the project, largely due to the
constrained right-of-way and the increases costs and impacts that would
result.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-109-001

Sound Transit does not have a party of record designation for those
interested in the project. However, your email address, as given in this
comment, has been added to the project's email update list, per this
written request. The public comment period for the Draft EIS was for an
extended period of 60 days (45 days are required) from July 26, 2013 to
September 23, 2013 to allow greater opportunity for public comment.

[-109-002

Thank you. Sound Transit's policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a
Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation
is to avoid impacts to environmentally sensitive resources to the
maximum extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to
ensure there is no net loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a
result of agency projects. The Lynnwood Link Extension would mitigate
impacts on ecosystem resources in accordance with the mitigation
sequencing requirements established by the Clean Water Act and local
Critical Areas Ordinances. If project-specific mitigation is developed for
this project, site selection would emphasize a watershed approach.
Plans would be developed in cooperation with resource agencies. See
section 4.8.6 of the Final EIS for details.

[-109-003

Thank you for your comment. In identifying a Preferred Alternative, the
Sound Transit Board considered the information in the Draft EIS, which
detailed ecosystem, visual, and other impacts. Sound Transit requires all
projects to consider low-impact development (LID) methods as a first
choice for stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012).
Section 4.11.9 of the Final EIS describes potential LID approaches the
project would consider.
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[-110-001

Multimodal connections to stations will be refined in coordination with
partner transit agencies and local jurisdictions in the final design phase
of the project. However, the station concepts already in place
emphasize a balanced multimodal access plan that includes parking.
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[-111-001

Thank you for your comment. Sound walls are planned for all
alternatives in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the
light rail impacts. In addition, any existing highway noise walls that are
removed will be replaced as part of the project.

[-111-002

The current design of the Preferred Alternative includes reconstruction of
5th Avenue NE from NE 185th Street to approximately NE 183rd Court.
This would bring the street up to current standards as well, with
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, and improved stormwater management.
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[-112-001

Thank your for your comment. Based on the address you supplied, your
house is approximately 2100 feet from the light rail alignment. At this
distance, it is unlikely that you would hear the light rail system
operations, and you are outside the typical analysis range 400 to 600
feet from the corridor. However, sound walls are planned for all
alternatives in this area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the
light rail impacts. In addition, any existing highway noise walls removed
will be replaced.
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[-113-001
Sound Transit acknowledges your comment opposing stations at NE
130th Street, NE 155th Street, and N 220th Street. All of the stations

would have park and ride facilities.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-114-001

Sound Transit developed a modified Alternative C3 for the Preferred
Alternative. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the
Preferred Alternative and its potential effects. A decision about which
alternative is built for this project will not be made until after the Final EIS
is issued.

[-114-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.
Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of
the Final EIS.

Section 4.5 analyzes visual impacts, and the areas along 52nd Avenue
W were identified as high impact with Alternatives C1 and C2; they are

not the Preferred Alternative. Section 4.3.4 also considers the potential
for economic impacts to properties along the various alternatives.
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[-115-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-116-001
Thank you for your comments stating a preference for Alternatives A1l
(with changes) and B2A.
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[-117-001

The Sound Transit Board has identified Alternative B2, which includes a
station at the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center, as the Preferred
Alternative for discussion in the Final EIS. Please see the Chapter 2 of
the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative. A decision
about which alternative is built for this project will not be made until after
the Final EIS is issued.
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[-118-001

Mitigation measures for increased traffic congestion as a result of the
station construction and operation will be included as part of the project.
Refer to Chapter 3, Transportation.

[-118-002

Sound Transit will work with local jurisdictions during detailed
construction planning to ensure that emergency vehicle access is
maintained. Sound Transit will also coordinate with the City of Shoreline
to minimize disruption to traffic flow and multimodal access along NE
175th Street and NE 185 Streets.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-119-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The Sound Transit Board directed
Sound Transit to explore a Preferred Alternative that would avoid
displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional
engineering Sound Transit undertook to avoid the potential displacement
of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated
in the Final EIS would displace the church or the church hall (also called
the cultural center). Access to the property and its functions have been
maintained, although a small portion of land on the property's edge
would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade
alternatives. Please see the Final EIS Section 2.5.1 for a description of
the refined Segment A alternatives, which all result in reduced impacts
on the Church.

[-119-002

Thank you for the suggestions. Sound Transit is committed to working
collaboratively with the church and its representatives throughout the
project's development. Sound Transit has not established citizen
advisory groups or business advisory groups for the project. Sound
Transit's contracting approach to the project would not alter the ability of
the agency to continue public engagement in the project.

[-119-003

The Final EIS includes an assessment of vibration levels (Section 4.7.3)
resulting from the project, and determined that the vibration would be
well below thresholds that could result in damage to adjacent structures.
The assessment also considered the church as well as nearby
residences as vibration-sensitive facilities where occupants could be
disturbed by vibration, and identified mitigation measures to avoid
vibration levels exceeding FTA criteria.
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[-120-001

Thank you for your interest in Lynnwood Link Extension and your
comment regarding improvements needed on NE 145th Street and the
need for business opportunities near stations. The Preferred Alternative
includes biking, walking, and other access improvements in the NE
145th Street Station area. The City of Shoreline developed a subarea
plan for the 145th Street Station area, similar to the recently adopted
185th Subarea Plan.
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[-121-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-122-001

Your preference for Alternative C3 due to fewer impacts is noted. The
Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS includes a modified Alternative C3.
The decision about which project will be built will be made after
publication of the Final EIS.
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[-123-001

The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to avoid the potential displacement of the church. As
a result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall (also called the cultural
center). Access to the property and its functions have been maintained,
although a small portion of land on the property's edge would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church property.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-124-001

Sound Transit identified a modified Alternative Al for the Preferred
Alternative. The preferred alternative as described in the Final EIS
includes a partially elevated guideway in the vicinity of Jackson Park
and stations at NE 145th Street and NE 185th Street. The Final EIS
also includes an option for a station at NE 130th Street. Please see
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative.
The Sound Transit Board will select the alternative to be built after
publication of the Final EIS.

[-124-002

Thank you for your comment about traffic concerns on 145th Street.
Chapter 3 includes updated information on improvements included in the
Preferred Alternative that help reduce traffic impacts in the NE 145th
Street Station area.

[-124-003

Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit requires all projects to
consider low-impact development (LID) methods as a first choice for
stormwater treatment (Design Criteria Manual, July 2012). As
summarized in Section 4.11.9 of the Draft EIS, the most common soll
group in the project area is Type C, which is predominantly till-type soil
that has a low infiltration and high runoff potential, generally not
compatible with many LID approaches that require soil to infiltrate.
However, some other locations in the project area contain soil Types A
and B, which have high to moderate infiltration potential, respectively,
and are generally compatible with many types of LID stormwater
facilities. Sound Transit will evaluate the feasibility of LID throughout the
project area.
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[-125-001

The Chapter 2 descriptions of the NE 145th Street Station does not
characterize the access as good because of the I-5 ramps, but rather
because NE 145th Street and 5th Avenue are major arterials, and it
would serve the communities east and west of I-5. The continued
congested conditions on I-5 is expected to discourage patrons from the
north from taking longer trips on the freeway when there would be
accessible stations closer to their origin or destination.

[-125-002

The option to locate the 130th Street Station to the south side of NE
130th Street was explored by project designers. The freeway ramp
configurations and design challenges involved with reconfiguring the
ramps resulted in a decision to not move this option forward. The
Preferred Alternative includes the option for a future NE 130th Street
Station on the north side.

[-125-003

The Draft EIS and Final EIS include a range of alternatives that do or do
not involve replacing the 117th Street bridge. The preferred alignment
for the guideway would not require reconstruction or modification of the
NE 117th Street crossing.
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[-126-001

Thank you for comment regarding the 185th Street Station. The
preferred alternative includes a multi-story parking garage on the west
side of I-5 with improved pedestrian access along NE 185th Street
across I-5. The City has developed a subarea plan near the proposed
185th Street Station that envisions higher density development near the
station. Rezoning is the responsibility of the City of Shoreline and not
part of the Lynnwood Link Extension project.
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[-127-001

Your preference for a NE 155th Street Station is noted. Although the
station is not part of the Preferred Alternative, all of the stations would
feature multimodal access improvements in the station areas. Sound
Transit is also coordinating with the City of Shoreline on opportunities to

enhance station accessibility.
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[-128-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for the 185th Option 1
Station (Alternative Al). Alternative A1 with modifications, was been
identified as the Preferred Alternative. The Sound Transit Board will
select the project to be built after publication of the Final EIS.
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[-129-001

Parking lots, streets, and recreational trails are constructed regularly
under these types of transmission power lines and over water mains. As
noted in Section 4.13 there would be no impacts due to electromagnetic
fields. If Option 3 were selected in the project to be built, improvements
within the limits of the Tolt River water supply easement area would be
required to meet Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) design standards, and any
such improvements must undergo an SPU design review prior to
construction.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 463
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-130-001
Your preference for Option 3 for 185th Street Station is noted.
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[-131-001
Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit appreciates your support.

[-131-002

The proposed rail alignment is primarily sited in existing right of way
outside of traffic (i.e. I-5) to avoid operating and safety conflicts.
Removing capacity on the freeway in order to construct light rail would
greatly worsen congestion and degrade overall transportation system
function. Construction impacts would also be much higher. An above-
grade alignment would also need to have more space in the median than
is available from Northgate to nearly Mountlake Terrace, would conflict
with multiple existing bridges/overcrossings, and would lack room for
stations.

Section 2.5 of the Final EIS explains the factors affecting the range of
alternatives. The factors reflect the constraints posed by I-5 and its
limited available right-of-way, as well as other community and
environmental conditions along the project corridor. In addition, refer to
the 1-5 Light Rail Compatibility Report (Sound Transit 2012, included as
Appendix Q of the Final EIS) which is the basis for the conceptual
engineering of the Draft EIS alternatives and their assumptions about the
use of WSDOT right-of-way.
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[-132-001

Thank you for your comment regarding pedestrian and bicycle access to
the 185th Street Station. Non-motorized access to light rail stations is an
important component of Sound Transit systems as reflected in the
Transit Oriented Development, Sustainability, and System Access
Policies. The Preferred Alternative identifies improvements in the station
area (see Chapter 2 as well as Appendix F for details). Sound Transit will
continue to work with partner agencies, including the City of Shoreline,
on complimentary access improvements.

[-132-002

Sound Transit and the City of Shoreline have been coordinating in
station planning, and Shoreline has been conducting its own subarea
planning process for potential comprehensive plan amendments. Please
see Section 4.2.2.
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[-133-001

Your comment regarding the benefits of stations at NE 130th and

155th Streets is noted. Consistent with the Sound Transit Board's
direction for a Preferred Alternative, the Final EIS includes an option for
a station at the NE 130th Street.
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[-133-002

Your preference for Alternative B2, B2A, or B4 is noted. The Sound
Transit Board has identified Alternative B2 as the Preferred Alternative.
The Preferred Alternative as discussed in the Final EIS includes a station
on the east side of I-5 at the Mountlake Terrace Transit Center

and further considers an option for a station at 220 Street SW. Please
see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred
Alternative.

[-133-003

Thank you for describing your concerns about walkability with Alternative
C3, which led to your preference for Alternatives C1 and C2. The Sound
Transit Board has identified a modified Alternative C3 as the Preferred
Alternative. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of
the Preferred Alternative.

[-133-004
Thank you for your comments. Sound Transit appreciates your support
for the project.
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[-134-001
Thank you for your comments. Sound Transit appreciates your support.
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[-135-001

Your preference for the 185th Street Station, Option 2, is noted. Please
see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred
Alternative. A decision about which alternative is built for this project will
not be made until after the Final EIS is issued.
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[-136-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-137-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.

[-137-002
Your suggestion regarding the NE 130th ramp is noted. See the
conceptual design developed for the Preferred Alternative in Appendix F.
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[-138-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-139-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-140-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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[-141-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-142-001

Additional discussion of headlight impacts of light rail trains has been
added to the Final EIS, Section 4.5. For the Latvian

Evangelical Lutheran Church, the orientation of the route is roughly
parallel to and approximately 50 feet from the nearest building and the
focus of headlights on the rails will limit the potential for headlights to
shine directly into church windows. In addition, noise walls are currently
planned between the light rail line and the church; see Appendix G
Figure G-17 for a photosimulation of the Preferred Alternative, looking
from the church grounds.
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[-143-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-144-001

Thank you for your comment. Final determinations of the property needs
for the project, including acquisitions (full or partial) and displacements,
will be based on the project's final design after Sound Transit completes
the EIS process, selects the alternative to be built, and develops final
engineering and design plans. Sound Transit policy provides for a fair
and equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its
projects. Sound Transit is available to answer questions and provide
additional information about the acquisition and relocation process, so
please feel free to contact the Lynnwood Link Extension project outreach
staff member, Roger lwata at: roger.iwata@soundtransit.org.

[-144-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this

criteria. Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe
impacts. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section
4.7.7 of the Final EIS. Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this
area, either at-grade or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.
Mitigation is also proposed to address vibration for your property, as
discussed in the Noise and Vibration Technical Report, Chapter 5.

[-144-003

Section 4.3.4 of the Draft EIS acknowledges that some studies have
documented decreased property values, particularly along a light rail
route rather than in the vicinity of a station. Other studies have shown
increases in the value of some properties on or near rail alignments.
Negative impacts on property values would most likely occur when the
light rail project results in noise and visual impacts noticeably greater
than what currently exists. At your property, the alignment would be in a
retained cut, which would lessen the potential for visual impacts. Noise
impacts would be mitigated as described above.
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[-144-004

Your preference for a full acquisition proposal has been noted. Please
see the Final EIS for the current proposed list of potentially affected
properties. However, Sound Transit will not finalize which properties will
be full or partial acquisitions until final design, which is after the
environmental review process is complete and after Sound Transit has
selected the alternative to be built. Please contact Sound Transit for
further discussion of your property.
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[-145-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference to have a light rail
transit station at NE 130th Street, as represented in Alternatives A5, A7,

A10, and Al1.
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[-146-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-147-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.

[-147-002

The Preferred Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS is a modified version
of Alternative C3, which would not be located near your residence. If
Alternative C1 or C2 were constructed, there would be a noise wall along
the entire elevated structure from I-5 to the Lynnwood Transit Center
Station, so your residence would be protected from noise by noise walls.

[-147-003
Thank you for the support. Sound Transit appreciates your comments.
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[-148-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-149-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A;
Section 4.1 describes the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods.
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[-150-001

The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound Transit
undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church
property. Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to
address these changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred
Alternative and the refinements in other alternatives for Segment A.
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[-151-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C1.
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[-152-001
Thank you for your comment stating a preference for Alternative C1.
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[-153-001

As discussed in Section 4.3.4 of the Draft EIS, improved transit access
along with other amenities such as street improvements, including
sidewalks and landscaping can positively affect the convenience,
visibility, and desirability of surrounding residential properties. Sounds
walls needed for the light rail project also have the potential to lower
traffic noise from I-5 in the area. The discussion cites research showing
that station areas can see increases in property values, but it also notes
other factors such as general neighborhood conditions, overall market
forces, and local government planning policies as also being important
determiners of value. However, the Preferred Alternative features
Alternative 3 Option 2 for the NE 145th Street Station parking garage,
which would place the parking garage one block south of NE 148th
Street.

[-153-002

Sound Transit works with local jurisdictions during final design of stations
and park-and-ride garages to integrate them into the surrounding
neighborhood and alleviate/minimize their adverse impacts. As noted
above, the project would include street and sidewalk improvements,
landscaping, lighting, and other amenities. Visual effects are discussed
in Section 4.5, with mitigation described in Section 4.5.6. The project
features intersection and street improvements to help alleviate
congestion, as discussed in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4. The potential for
safety and security impacts is addressed in Section 4.14 and emissions
are addressed in Section 4.6, but no adverse impacts are anticipated.
There would be increased activity in the station area, including
pedestrians and bicyclists, but increased levels of activity can have a
positive effect on safety and security. Sound Transit also would maintain
the stations to be clean and sanitary, with active surveillance systems
that include security personnel and coordination with local police, fire,
and other emergency service providers.
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[-153-003

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below this criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts.
Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in Section 4.7.7 of
the Final EIS.
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[-154-001
See Section 3.6.7 for mitigation measures to address the potential for
spillover parking in neighborhoods.

[-154-002

Section 4.3.4 describes the potential effects of the project on property
values. The discussion cites research showing that station areas can see
increases in property values, but it also notes other factors such as
general neighborhood conditions, overall market forces, and local
government planning policies as also being important determiners of
value. Improved transit access at the station, along with other amenities,
such as street improvements, including sidewalks and landscaping, can
positively affect the convenience, visibility, and desirability of surrounding
residential properties. Noise walls needed for the light rail project also
have the potential to lower traffic noise from I-5 in the area.

[-154-003

Sound Transit acknowledges your concern about seeing trains pass by
your backyard. In this location, the alignment of the light rail is just east
of I-5 some distance from your home. Also, there would be noise walls
along this section of the alignment, which would shield the passing train
from residences on the east side of the alignment.

Text has been added to Section 4.5 in the Final EIS describing the visual
effects of trains passing periodically.

[-154-004
The City could consider parking zones or other measures as described
in Section 3.6.7 of the Final EIS.
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[-155-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the Option 1
layout for the proposed light rail transit station at NE 185th Street.
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[-156-001

Thank you for your comment stating a preference for elevated rail as
opposed to ground-level. Sound Transit recognizes your concern for
maintaining your current residential location, with its specific handicap
renovations. The Final EIS identifies properties affected by potential
acquisitions in Appendix I-4.1. Sound Transit policy provides for a fair
and equitable means of addressing real property impacts across its
projects, and this includes a commitment to provide replacement
structures in a manner consistent with state and federal law. This policy
has been successfully implemented on several of the Link lines already.
While Sound Transit will endeavor to relocate displaced parties in the
same neighborhood or area, the work is done in consultation with the
displaced parties, who may or may not choose to stay in the same area.
They will, however, be placed in structures that remain affordable to and
compatible with them; this effort includes interviews with the affected
parties to help determine affordability and compatibility, as well as
compensation and assistance programs that meet individualized needs
and ensures safe and sanitary structures.
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[-157-001

Thank you for stating your preference for the garage site in 185th Street
Station Option 1. The Preferred Alternative features a parking garage
west of the station at NE 185th Street. See Section 3.6.7 for Sound
Transit's proposed mitigation approach to address potential parking
impacts on neighborhood streets.
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[-158-001

Thank you for your comment about the 145th Street Station, and for
indicating your support for the project. Final determinations of the
property needs for the project, including acquisitions and displacements,
will be based on the project's final design after Sound Transit completes
the EIS process, selects the alternative to be built, and develops final
engineering and design plans. Minimization of acquisitions,
displacements, and relocations is a priority for Sound Transit.
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[-159-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference in Segment A for a
light rail transit station at NE 145th Street and not at NE 155th Street.
The Mountlake Terrace Transit Center Station maximizes previous
infrastructure investments that anticipated light rail serving the area.
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[-160-001

Your comment regarding traffic and parking impact concerns is noted.
Although special parking management strategies will be selected by
local jurisdictions, Sound Transit identifies potential measures to mitigate
potential parking impacts in neighborhoods in Section 3.6.7; measures
could include neighborhood parking restrictions but would ultimately be
decided through a city-managed process. For an updated assessment
of operational traffic impacts and associated improvements, please see
Section 3.2.4. See Section 3.3 for construction impacts, and 3.6.9 for
construction period mitigation.
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[-161-001
Thank you for your comments. Sound Transit appreciates your support.
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[-162-001

The Preferred Alternative has been developed with further details on
bicycle lanes and related facilities; please see Chapter 2, Section 2.4 for
more detail on these features for the Preferred Alternative and other
alternatives.
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[-163-001

Thank you for your input. The alternatives under consideration provide
additional parking for transit users compared to today. They were sized
based on estimates of demand, which also account for an increased
demand for travel using other modes to reach stations, including
connecting transit. This also reflects Sound Transit Board direction,
consistent with their adopted System Access Policy.
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[-164-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall.
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[-165-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall (also called the cultural center). With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land
on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative
and other at-grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require
a portion of the church property.
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[-166-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall (also called the cultural center). With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land
on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative
and other at-grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require
a portion of the church property.
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[-167-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall (also called the cultural center). With the realigned street,
access to the property has been maintained, although a portion of land
on the church property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative
and other at-grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require
a portion of the church property.
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[-168-001

The Draft EIS and Final EIS include a summary of the geologic hazards
that have been identified in the project areas. The project design will
address identified geologic hazards (including hazards from wetland
soils at Scriber Creek), and will include earthquake engineering in
accordance with applicable building codes. The earthquake engineering
includes evaluations of and design for ground shaking, liquefaction,
lateral spread, liquefaction-induced settlement, and seismically-induced
slope instability. See Section 4.11 of the Final EIS, and Appendix 1-4.11
for further details.

[-168-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA
impact criteria and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below
this criteria. Wheel squeal only occurs on tight radius curves, not on a
tangent track, like the ones along this segment of the corridor. For areas
with tight radius curves, trackside lubrication will be used to mitigate
wheel squeal. See Section 4.8 of the Final EIS for further details.

[-168-003

This project will abide by all applicable federal, state, and local
environmental laws and regulations. Sound Transit’s policy [Executive
Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit
(2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on environmentally
sensitive resources to the maximum extent practicable and to provide
adequate mitigation to ensure no net loss of ecosystem function and
acreage as a result of agency projects.

[-168-004

Sound Transit notes your comments regarding potential acquisitions
related to the alternatives in Segment C. Since the publication of the
Draft EIS, Sound Transit has modified some of the alternatives and has
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identified a Preferred Alternative, which has no residential displacements
in Lynnwood but still displaces several businesses.

[-168-005

Photographs at key locations together with visual simulations of
alternatives have been provided in Appendix G to the Draft EIS. These
include 45 locations chosen to illustrate typical design features and
impacts as well as specific features where potential visual impacts are
high.

[-168-006

Foliage, if dense, can provide slight reductions in noise levels. The FTA
and FHWA provides for up to a 3 dBA reduction in transportation noise
for locations with at least 100 feet of dense foliage that contains leaves
year around. Because of the varying foliage in the project area, no
reduction for foliage will be used in the analysis. Also, a 3 dB reduction in
noise level is barely perceptible to most people, so foliage in virtually all
areas of this project corridor will have little overall effect on light rail nor
traffic noise.

[-168-007

Appendix F provides conceptual designs with more detail/scale. The EIS
maps are designed to assist readers in identifying areas with potential
impacts; depending on the topic (i.e., neighborhoods or parks), more
detail is shown.

I-168-008
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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[-169-001
Thank you for your comment stating your strong preference for a light rail
transit station at NE 130th Street and NE 155th Street and the reasons

why you support these stations over one at NE 145th Street.
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[-170-001

Thank you for your comment stating your interest in the construction of
light rail transit stations at either NE 145th Street or NE 155th Street.
Stations at both of these locations, including two layout options at NE
145th Street, would be elevated to go over either the northbound I-5 on-
ramp or NE 155th Street. A final decision by the Sound Transit Board
will be made following the publication of the Final EIS. Chapter 2
provides an overview of construction, but details of construction methods
will depend on the final design and the contractor's approach.

[-170-002

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade
or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, any
existing WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project will

be replaced.
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[-171-001

Thank you for your comment stating your overall support of the
Lynnwood Link Extension project and the proposal to ultimately extend
the light rail system to Everett. Sound Transit also thanks you for stating

your prefrence for Alternative C3.
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[-172-001

Some people have reported brief interference with their car radios as the
light rail train passes, but this is not a common occurrence for light rail
systems. WiFi interference would not be a problem because the
frequencies are different.
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[-173-001

The public meeting handouts were intended as an overview of the
project as were the displays. Sound Transit thanks you for taking the
time to comment to the Draft EIS based on your receipt of the Summary
Draft EIS.

[-173-002

The stations are planned to serve patrons using a variety of modes, with
the majority of passengers expected to arrive by modes other than
driving. However, the parking supplies considered reflect estimated
demand and help park-and-ride spaces provide access to light rail for
areas transitioning from suburban to urban densities. Sound Transit's
System Access Policy is targeted to balance auto access needs, transit,
and pedestrian and bicycles.

[-173-003
Your opinions are noted. Sound Transit remains committed to an open

public process for project decisionmaking, and funding for the Lynnwood
Link project was approved by voters in 2008.
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[-174-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Since the publication of the Draft
EIS, Sound Transit has revisited the alternatives in Segment A and
modified them so that none of them would result in the displacement of
the Seattle Latvian Center and Church. Please see the Final EIS for a
description of the updated Segment A alternatives in Chapter 2 and
revised text on the potential impacts to the Seattle Latvian Center and
Church in Chapter 4.
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[-175-001

The EIS includes an evaluation of how station sites and their
construction activites would affect east-west alternatives. The project's
detailed construction management plans will maintain effective east-west
access and accommodate bicycle and pedestrian traffic as well. See
Chapter 3 for more detail on traffic impacts and Section 3.6 for potential
mitigation. Appendix H also shows conceptual plans for the Preferred
Alternative, which includes further detail on some of the street
improvements featured in the Preferred Alternative to maintain effective
traffic operations.
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[-176-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative B2A
with the second Mountlake Terrace light rail transit station at 220th
Street SW and your second choice support for Alternative B1. The
continued use of the Mountlake Terrace freeway station is not a Sound
Transit decision. The agency will coordinate with the bus transit
agencies to realign bus services to serve the new light rail transit station.
Sound Transit is also participating with others in planning for potential
options for the existing freeway station, although this depends on the
decisions about the light rail project to be built.
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[-177-001
Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.

[-177-002

Sound Transit acknowledges your comment stating your preference for
design-bid-build procurement method for construction of the Lynnwood
Link Extension project. A final decision on this issue may be expected
soon after Sound Transit makes a final decision on the selected
alternative following the publication of the Final EIS. Irrespective of the
method of procurement, Sound Transit will continue to conduct
community outreach activities.

[-177-003

Since the publication of the Lynnwood Link Extension Draft EIS in June
2013, additional engineering was undertaken to reduce adverse effects
on the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church property and facilities. As a
result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall (also called the cultural
center). Access to the property and its functions will be maintained, but
involve a street realignment.

1-177-004

A detailed Noise and Vibration Technical Report was prepared in support
of the EIS to assess potential noise and vibration impacts on the Church
and other projects. Since publication of the Draft EIS in June 2013,
additional engineering has been undertaken to refine the Segment A
alternatives and avoid or further minimize adverse effects on the

Church. With the engineering design refinements to the Segment A
alternatives, additional updated noise and vibration analysis was
conducted to re-assess potential noise and vibration impacts on the
Church. See Section 4.7 in the Final EIS and the technical report
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included with the Final EIS. If noise and/or vibration impacts are
predicted, Sound Transit has identified mitigation.

[-177-005

The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church property
would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade
alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the
church property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describing the refined alternatives for Segment
A; Section 4.1 describing the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describing
impacts to community facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix
F presents revised conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment
A alternatives; Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables
concerning acquisition, displacement, and relocation requirements for
each Segment A alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including portions of
a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.

[-177-006

Thank you for your comment stating your preference that an alternate
Segment A route for the proposed Lynnwood Link Extension project that
would entirely bypass the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. As
noted above, a design modification to maintain access avoids the
potential for displacing the church.
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[-178-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference of Alternative C3
because of reduced impacts to parklands.
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[-179-001

Thank you for your comment stating your strong preference for
Alternative C3 due to reduced impacts to the nearby wetlands and
avoidance of direct impacts to Scriber Creek Park. Thank you for your
suggestion that easy access to the light rail transit station should be
provided to nearby hotels. The Preferred Alternative includes pathways
as well as street and sidewalk improvements to improve connectivity in
the area.
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[-180-001

Thank you for your comment stating your support for a light rail transit
station at NE 130th Street and Alternatives A5 and A10. Regarding bus
service at the new light rail transit stations, changes to bus services will
be considered by Sound Transit, King County Metro, and Community
Transit as the project approaches operation. Initial plans used in the EIS
analysis anticipate improved east-west connections to the station areas
with connections to other north-south corridors.

[-180-002

Thank you for your support of Sound Transit's light rail extension
program and your particular interest in a future light rail station at the
Alderwood Mall to the north along the 1-5 corridor.
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[-181-001
Thank you for your comment stating your Segment A Alternative
preferences.
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[-182-001

Thank you for your comment. This project will abide by all applicable
federal, state, and local environmental laws and regulations protecting
wetlands. Sound Transit's policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a
Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation
is to avoid impacts to environmentally sensitive resources to the
maximum extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to
ensure there is no net loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a
result of agency projects.
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[-183-001
Thank you for your comment noting that the lower elevation alternatives
are more visually consistent with the surrounding area.

[-183-002

This project will abide by all applicable federal, state, and local
environmental laws and regulations. Sound Transit’s policy [Executive
Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit
(2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts to environmentally
sensitive resources to the maximum extent practicable and to provide
adequate mitigation to ensure there is no net loss of ecosystem function
and acreage as a result of agency projects.

Sound Transit will also abide by the tree replacement policies of WSDOT
and local ordinances.

[-183-003

Mitigation measures for increased traffic congestion as a result of the
station at 145th will be included as part of the project. 5th Avenue NE
access will be maintained similar to today. Please see potential
mitigation included in Chapter 3 and Mitigation Plan.

[-183-004

The Preferred Alternative's NE 145th Street Station includes improved
sidewalks and bike lanes along 5th Avenue NE and portions of NE 145th
Street; please see Section 2.4 for other standard elements of the
stations.

[-183-005

Your comments stating your preferences for the two layout options for
the NE 145th Street Station are noted. The Preferred Alternative has
updated the design based on Option 2.
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[-183-006

The Sound Transit Design Team is committed to working with local
jurisdictions and neighborhoods in designing functional and attractive
facilities that are as consistent as possible with neighborhood scale and
character. The Section 4.5.6 of the Final EIS includes additional
discussion of potential mitigation measures for station and parking
garage visual impacts.
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[-184-001

Sound Transit has identified potential cut-through traffic as a potential
impact for station area neighborhoods, and identifies mitigation in
Section 3.65, which describes measures that could be developed in
coordination with the local jurisdiction.
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[-185-001

Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3
due to fewer displacements and impacts to Scriber Creek Park.
Alternative modified C3 is the Preferred Alternative, which avoids the

park property.
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[-186-001
Your preference for Alternative C3 due to its avoidance of Scriber Creek
Park is noted. Modified C3 is the Preferred Alternative, which avoids

Scriber Creek Park.
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[-187-001

Thank you for your comment expressing concerns about the adverse
effects of Alternatives C1 and C2, including citations from the City of
Lynnwood Resolution #2012-07 requesting elimination of routes along
52nd Avenue W and Cedar Valley Road from further consideration.

While the alternatives are evaluated in the Final EIS, they are not the
Preferred Alternative. Section 4.4 of the Final EIS includes a detailed
analysis of potential impacts to the 52nd Avenue West area, and it also
summarizes the Environmental Justice analysis contained in Appendix
C. The analysis does not identify impacts at the levels the City's
resolution describes.

In November 2013, the Sound Transit Board identified a Preferred
Alternative based on Alternative C3 with some modifications to its
alignment as it enters the Lynnwood Transit Center. Please see the Final
EIS for the description of the Preferred Alternative, which was developed
in collaboration with the City of Lynnwood, and which avoids direct
impacts to Scriber Creek Park and avoids running along 52nd Avenue
W.
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[-188-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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[-189-001

Thank you for your comment. We have added noise monitoring sites in
your area, including one near your home at 20039 12th Ave or 20041
12th Ave for use in the Final EIS analysis. The analysis considers
topography, vegetation, and noise barriers; more specific details are
given in the Noise and Vibration Technical Report for the Final EIS,
which identifies mitigation by address. During final design, mitigation
definitions will be further evaluated to ensure they achieve the noise
reduction required to be below the impact threshold.
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[-189-002

The Final EIS includes an updated assessment of impacts of the
elevated structure in your area, but the Draft EIS was not intended to
define visual impacts parcel by parcel, but rather for larger areas or
viewsheds. It is accurate that some locations, particularly those
immediately near the facility, could have higher localized impacts.
Mitigation measures could include replacement plantings, but clearing
and visual impacts are likely unavoidable in some locations. Sound
Transit's tree clearing policies for elevated light rail provide for clearing
within 30 feet of the centerline of the structure, or about 15 feet from the
edge of the structure. The Final EIS, Section 4.5.6, identifies visual
impact mitigation measures for the project, but the detailed definition of
plantings in specific locations would be accomplished during final
design. Replacement trees would be considered where space was
available, but likely would take time to mature to replace the screening.
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[-189-003

Sound Transit has reviewed your suggestions to consider whether they
have the potential to avoid potential impacts near your property.

As the light rail profile approaches the property from the south, it is
coming out of a cut into the hillside adjacent to I-5. To lower the profile
through this area would require cutting even further into the hillside. At
about 800 feet south of the property, the existing ground drops about 40
feet. Traveling north, the ground continues to drop further as it becomes
adjacent to wetlands and State Route 104. Heading north from there, the
next major connection point is the elevated Montlake Terrace Transit
Station at 236th St. SW. To maintain a light rail profile meeting
established design criteria based on safety and efficiency and to
minimize the most negative impacts through this area, an elevated
structure maintaining a minimum height over the southern-most State
Road 104 exit ramp is needed. The elevation has been refined for the
Final EIS, and the visual impact information in this area was updated.
Also, there are a number of design constraints that require maintaining
the light rail alignment in the approximate location as shown in the Draft
EIS and now in the Final EIS. Based on design guidelines for the use of
the I-5 right-of-way between Sound Transit and WSDOT, the light rail
project footprint is outside of an approximately 94 foot section reserved
for the freeway and potential future improvements. The horizontal
alignment is also constrained by a more narrow width of existing right-of-
way between NE 185th St. to north of NE 195th St. To provide a
horizontal design as shown in your Figure 2a-b, while still meeting the
project's light rail design standards, would require further encroachment
beyond the right-of-way and upon more properties and homes in this
area. Therefore, Sound Transit is continuing to propose the Preferred
Alternative design rather than your suggested alternative.

Page 541



Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-190-001

The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE, which avoids the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church property
would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade
alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the
church property.

Please see Chapter 2, sections 2.6.1 and 2.6.2 for a description of the
factors that led Sound Transit to place light rail east of I-5 rather than
west of the freeway in this area.
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[-191-001

Thank you for your comment on community impacts associated with

the proposed NE 185th Street light rail station. Throughout project
planning, Sound Transit has worked to minimize impacts on adjacent
residential neighborhoods. Sound Transit recognizes the importance of
maintaining the many community activities and services currently housed
at the Shoreline School District property adjacent to the proposed transit
station site. Property acquisition has been minimized to partial parcel
acquisitions to preserve these community amenities. The impacts of
Alternative Al and the Preferred Alternative involves an edge of the
stadium parking area and an auxiliary track. All of the existing programs
and services would be able to continue operation at the stadium and the
school district site. See Section 3.4.17 for more detalils.
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[-192-001

While parking is an element of the access plans for the stations, Sound
Transit anticipates that most patrons will arrive by connecting transit,
walking, and biking. The alternatives under consideration provide
additional parking for transit users compared to today. They were sized
based on estimates of demand, which also account for an increased
demand for travel using other modes to reach stations, including
connecting transit. This also reflects Sound Transit Board direction,
consistent with their adopted System Access Policy.
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[-192-002
Thank you for your comment. Sound Transit will be working with local
transit operators to develop refined transit service plans as the project

nears operation.
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[-193-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The Preferred Alternative in the
Final EIS and all other alternatives now avoid displacing the church or
church hall. The Final EIS describes the primary modifications for these
alternatives in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered.
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[-194-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-grade alternatives.
Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of the church

property.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations.

As noted in Section 4.1, any acquisition of property, including a portion of

a property, would require fair compensation to the property owner in
accordance with Sound Transit policy and federal and state law.
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[-194-002

The Sound Transit public outreach activities leading up to the publication
of the Draft EIS did alert members of the Latvian and Baltic populations
of the proposed alternatives for the Lynnwood Link Extension project and
community members did become involved. Chapter 6 describes the
public outreach for the project.

Although many of the Sound Transit Board did not attend the public
meetings, the Sound Transit staff who did attend regularly, and who are
the ones who interact most closely with concerned citizens, update the
Board on the pertinent issues that should be considered on a regular
basis. The Board was given the Draft EIS comments before they
identified the Preferred Alternative and gave direction to modify all the
Segment A alternatives so that none would require the displacement of
the facility. Please find the updated description of the Segment A
alternatives in the Final EIS Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered.
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[-195-001

At this stage in project planning, the property impacts are estimates and
use map-based parcel information. Detailed land surveys and property
assessments would be conducted during final design and subsequent
real estate transactions. However, the project staff have conducted
multiple field visits and surveys as part of the design and environmental
process.

If access to a property is lost due to the project, that property becomes a
full acquisition because Sound Transit cannot leave a property owner
with no access to their property. That is one factor considered when the
agency determines what type of acquisition (full or partial) is needed.
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[-195-002

Thank you for your comment stating your overall support for the
Lynnwood Link Extension project and your concerns about potential
adverse effects of station parking and reconfiguration of Fifth Avenue
NE. Please see the updated conceptual design drawings in Appendix F.
The Preferred Alternative would realign Fifth Avenue, but it does not
feature ground level parking.
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[-196-001

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.
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[-197-001

Thank you for your concerns about the potential displacement or
relocation of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and for
highlighting its significance to the region’s Baltic community. Following
the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit

to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained.
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[-198-001

Sound Transit does not have a party of record designation for those
interested in the project. Your address has been added to the

project's mailing list, per this request. The public comment period for the
Draft EIS was for an extended period of 60 days (45 days are required)
from July 26, 2013 to September 23, 2013 to allow greater opportunity
for public comment.
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[-199-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the
region’s Latvian community, the larger Baltic community, and those
interested in Scandinavian studies.

[-199-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below these criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts as per
FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in
Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

The church was considered a noise-sensitive property, and the
residences around the church are also noise-sensitive. For this reason,
sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade or
elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, any existing
WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project will be replaced.
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[-199-003

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has
been maintained, although a portion of land on the edge of the church
property would be acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other at-
grade alternatives. Elevated alternatives would also require a portion of
the church property.

[-199-004

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you, the
region’s Latvian community, and the larger Baltic community.
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[-200-001
Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 565
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Lynnwood Link Extension Page 566
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-201-001

Thank you for your personal comments describing the cultural
importance of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the
Latvian community Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board
directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would
avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the additional
engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and
avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the
Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the
church or the church hall.
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[-202-001

Sound Transit notes your general support for the Lynnwood Link
Extension project and your comments on the advantages and
disadvantages of the proposed locations for light rail stations in Segment

A.
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[-202-002

Your comments stating your preference for the Segment B alternatives
that place the transit station east of the highway and not in the middle of
the highway median are noted.

[-202-003
Sound Transit acknowledges your preference for either Alternatives C1
and C2 over Alternative C3 due to proximity to the Lynnwood city center.

[-202-004

Sound Transit appreciates your support. Sound Transit has modified the
project design to minimize impacts as much as possible on Scriber
Creek Park and wetlands, and the Seattle Latvian Evangelical Lutheran
Church.
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[-203-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Please see Section 2.5.1 of the
Final EIS for a description of the refined Segment A alternatives that
avoid displacing the church.
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[-204-001
Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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[-205-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church to you and the Latvian community.
Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained.
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[-206-001
Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 578
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



Lynnwood Link Extension Page 579
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-206-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the additional engineering Sound
Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential
displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment A
alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or the
church hall. With the realigned street, access to the property has been
maintained, although a portion of land on the church property would be
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and other alternatives.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. Construction period
mitigation is also defined for each environmental topic, and Sound
Transit anticipates that the center's activities would be able to continue
during construction.
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[-207-001

Thank you for you comments describing the importance of the Latvian
Church and community center to you and the Baltic community, as well
as providing some historical context. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound
Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative
that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the
additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue
NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a result, none
of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace
the church or the church hall. With the realigned street, access to the
property has been maintained.

During project construction, the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church
and its uses would have temporary impacts, but church and community
center functions would be maintained. See Section 4.4 in the EIS, which
discusses construction and operation impacts on social resources within
the project study area.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. Construction period
mitigation is also defined for each environmental topic, and Sound
Transit anticipates that the center's activities would be able to continue
during construction.
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[-208-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
church to you and the community. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound
Transit Board directed Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative
that would avoid displacing the church. The Final EIS describes the
results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd
Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement of the church. As a
result, none of the Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS
would displace the church or the church hall.
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[-209-001
Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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[-210-001

Sound Transit used several methods to advertise the Draft EIS public
open houses and hearings that included the accurate address,

including project website, postcard notice, print and web ads, email to
the project listserv, posters, community calendars and blog
advertisements. The name of the facility at which the meetings were held
was also included so that people have all the information they need to
find it. The legal ads placed in the newspaper used the correct address.

[-210-002

Project costs are discussed in both the Draft EIS and Final EIS

in Section 2.7 of the Alternatives Considered chapter and in Section 5.3
of the Evaluation of Alternatives chapter.
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[-211-001
Sound Transit noted your concerns about the neighborhood impacts of
Alternatives C1 and C2.

[-211-002

Thank you for stating your concerns about the C1 and C2 alternatives'
impacts on the Scriber Creek park and wetland area and your support for
Alternative C3. The Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS is a modified
version of Alternative C3. See Chapter 2 for further details.
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[-212-001

This concern is consistent with the Draft EIS discussion of impacts on
page 4-81, which concludes that the elevated guideway at this location
would visually intrude upon the integrity and unity of this residential area
and result in high level of change in visual quality. The Draft EIS
discussed potential mitigation measures for visual quality impacts in
Section 4.5.6. Proposed mitigation measures for visual quality impacts
are refined in the Final EIS Section 4.5.6. The Preferred Alternative
does not follow 52nd Avenue W.

[-212-002

There were few locations with vibration impacts in the corridor, and all
impacts above FTA criteria will be mitigated. Attachment D, Vibration
Impacts by Build Alternative, of the Noise and Vibration Technical Report
lists the projected vibration levels, the distance to the nearest track and
the FTA threshold for vibration impact (i.e., criteria) for each vibration
sensitive receiver by alternative. Vibration impacts are expected when
the projected vibration levels are equal to or greater than the FTA
criteria. The table in Attachment D identifies the projected vibration
levels in bold face font (in red) wherever vibration impacts are expected.
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[-212-003

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below these criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts as per
FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in
Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade
or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts. In addition, any
existing WSDOT noise walls removed as part of the project will be
replaced.

Wheel squeal only occurs on tight radius curves, not on a straight track,
like the ones along this segment of the corridor. For areas with tight
radius curves, trackside lubrication will be used to mitigate wheel squeal.

[-212-004

Thank you for your comments stating your overall support for the
Lynnwood Link Extension project and your opposition to Alternatives C1
and C2 and reasons why.
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[-213-001

For construction, the local construction noise ordinance would be
applicable, and Sound Transit is committed to maintaining construction
noise levels within the criteria. Further, construction noise for this project
is similar to construction noise for a paving project, building construction
or any other construction project and Sound Transit works with local
residences and business to minimize construction impacts.

For nighttime construction, which may occur during some periods due to
the heavy volumes of traffic on I-5 and other arterial roads, a noise
variance would be required from each of the cities where construction
would be performed. During that time, Sound Transit will work with the
local jurisdiction to arrive at construction specifications that minimize
construction impacts to nearby communities. Whether construction
occurs during the day or at night, Sound Transit would maintain access
to adjacent properties.
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[-214-001
Your comments stating your overall support of Sound Transit's light rail
expansion program and your support of Alternative C3 are noted.

[-214-002

Thank you for your comment stating your support for the construction of
a light rail transit station at 220th Street SW under Alternative B2A.
Alternative B2A would be at-grade until south of the station. The
guideway would be elevated to go over both the southbound on-ramp to
I-5 as well as 220th Street SW and then continue with at-grade and cut-
and-fill sections depending on topography as the route continues to the
north. The Final EIS also evaluates an option for a potential station on
the south side of 220th Street SW with the Preferred Alternative, as
described in Chapter 2.
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[-215-001

Thank you for expressing your concerns for potential impacts to
residences, businesses, and landscaping as a result of constructing one
of the Segment C alternatives for the Lynnwood Link Extension project.
The Draft and Final EIS analyze the potential impacts of project
alternatives in Section 4.1, (acquisitions), 4.3 (economics), and 4.5
(visual impacts. The Final EIS includes mitigation measures refined
since the Draft EIS.
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[-216-001
Your preference for Alternative C3 is noted. Section 4.3 of the Draft and
Final EIS address potential property value impacts.
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[-217-001
Your overall support for the Lynnwood Link Extension project and your
opposition to both Alternatives C1 and C2 is noted.

[-217-002
Your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.
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[-218-001

The Final EIS considered options for additional parking for both
Lynnwood and Mountlake Terrace stations, beyond the added spaces
considered in the Draft EIS. In both locations, the additional parking
beyond the added spaces assumed for the Preferred Alternative tended
to worsen traffic impacts and did not markedly change ridership. The
transit improvement with light rail also frees service hours for local transit
operators, who could then increase service to the station, reducing
parking demand. Mitigation measures to address spillover parking are
described in Section 3.6.7.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-219-001

Your comment stating your overall support of the Lynnwood Link
Extension project and your reasons that Alternative C3 is your preferred
route for Segment C is noted.

[-219-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link uses the FTA impact criteria
and Sound Transit mitigates noise impacts to levels below these criteria.
Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or severe impacts as per
FTA criteria. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in
Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Visual impacts and mitigation are addressed in Section 4.5 which notes
that the project would remove mature vegetation, which takes years to
grow to restore screening.

[-219-003

The Preferred Alternative features modifications that help minimize
wetland impacts and vegetation loss in several locations. It avoids an
alignment along 52nd Avenue or 200th or adjacent to Scriber Creek
Park. Even if other alternatives move forward, this project will abide by
all applicable federal, state, and local environmental laws and
regulations, including tree replacement requirements. Sound Transit’s
policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a Sustainability Initiative for
Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation is to avoid impacts on
environmentally sensitive resources to the maximum extent
practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to ensure there is no net
loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a result of agency projects.
Please also see Section 4.5.6 for usual impact mitigation measures.
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[-219-004

The Section 4.18 4(f)/6(f) analysis has been updated to note that
Alternative C1 would not be implementable under its current
configuration. Section 4.17 was updated to note the funding source for
the park.

[-219-005
Your comment opposing the elevated alignments C1 and C2 near the
neighborhood is noted.

[-219-006
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3.
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[-220-001

Thank you for your comments on the cultural importance of the church
and center. Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed
Sound Transit to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid
displacing the church and community center. The Final EIS describes
the results of additional engineering Sound Transit undertook to realign
3rd Avenue NE and avoid the potential displacement. None of the
Segment A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the
church or hall.
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[-221-001

The public meetings that were held during the public comment period for
the Draft EIS occurred between 5:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The proposed
time was selected to generate the greatest attendance because it
coincides with a large population of commuters on their way home from
work. Having the meeting held through 8:00 p.m. allows for attendance
from individuals outside the targeted commuter group. In addition to the
public open house/public hearing, there were other opportunities to
comment including sending written comments and emails directly to
Sound Transit. The Draft EIS was made available to review on Sound
Transit's website, at multiple public libraries and Sound Transit offices,
and were available for purchase. Chapter 6 of the Final EIS includes
additional details about the project’s public involvement and agency
coordination plan.

[-221-002

Photo simulations of the alternatives are consistent with the tree
clearance policies of Sound Transit for operation of the light rail system.
In general, vegetation is cleared 30 feet from the centerline of elevated
structures, which is about 15 feet from the edge of the structure. For at-
grade sections, branches and drip line are maintained to be at least 10
feet from the overhead catenary system (the wires that provide power).

[-221-003
Thank you for your comments.
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[-222-001
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for Alternative C3
and the reasons why.
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[-222-002

Your comments stating your opposition to Alternatives C1 and C2, based
on your concerns for the negative impacts of these alternatives on
residential and commercial land uses, neighborhood cohesion,
parklands, wildlife habitat, and wetlands are noted. The EIS analysis of
land use is based on the overall effect of the project on land use plans
and land use patterns in the city. More localized concerns about
changes to neighborhoods are covered in Section 4.4. The assessment
of the visual impacts of the elevated rail guideway through the park is
discussed in Section 4.5, as well as in Sections 4.17 and 4.18. Table
4.5-1 identifies visual impacts at various viewpoints along the project
corridor by alternative. In this table, the assessment of visual impacts is
designated as "High" (not "Low" or "Medium") for Alternatives C1 and C2
as they travel through Scriber Creek Park. The analysis of visual
impacts presented in the EIS is in agreement with your own assessment
of these impacts.

[-222-003

Your preference for Alternative C3 is noted. You are correct that
Alternative C1 would pass through a hazardous materials site that Sound
Transit has ranked as high priority, and which is currently undergoing
long-term monitoring. You are also correct that Alternative C3 does not
pass through a hazardous materials site that has been ranked as high
priority. See Section 4.1.2 of the Final EIS for further details.
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[-223-001

Thank you for your comments describing the cultural importance of the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The impacts to the church were
identified in several sections of the Draft EIS, and this information has
been updated in the Final EIS to reflect the design measures taken to
avoid displacing the church. Sections 4.1 and 4.4 in the Draft EIS
mentioned the church specifically, with 4.4 including both long-term and
construction impacts discussions, and this information has been updated
and further detailed in the Final EIS. All other sections describe
construction impacts and long-term impacts occurring along the corridor.

Several sections in the Final EIS have been updated to address these
changes: Section 2.5.1 describes the Preferred Alternative and the
refinements in other alternatives for Segment A; Section 4.1 describes
the acquisition impacts; Section 4.4 describes impacts to community
facilities and neighborhoods. In addition, Appendix F presents revised
conceptual engineering plans for the refined Segment A alternatives;
Appendix I-4.1 contains detailed maps and tables concerning acquisition,
displacement, and relocation requirements for each Segment A
alternative, and Appendix G has visual simulations. Construction period
mitigation is also defined for each environmental topic, and Sound
Transit anticipates that the center's activities would be able to continue
during construction.
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[-223-002

Following the Draft EIS, the Sound Transit Board directed Sound Transit
to develop a Preferred Alternative that would avoid displacing the
church. The Final EIS describes the results of additional engineering
Sound Transit undertook to realign 3rd Avenue NE and avoid the
potential displacement of the church. As a result, none of the Segment
A alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS would displace the church or
the church hall.
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[-224-001

The park-and-ride lots have generally been sized to accommodate a
balance between forecasted parking demand and minimizing potential
impacts created by the facility. The Final EIS includes additional
analysis of more parking at Lynnwood and Mountlake Terrace.

[-224-002

Thank you for your comment on concerns that the proposed light rail
service between Northgate and Lynnwood could reduce bus ridership in
the area. See Section 3.2.2 for a discussion of transit impacts. Overall,
transit ridership, both buses and light rail, would increase through 2035.
The light rail service would be faster, more frequent, and operate for
longer periods each day than bus service. Following the construction of
the Lynnwood Link Extension project, it is expected that the bus transit
agencies serving the Northgate to Lynnwood corridor would revise their
service plans to both revise routes to serve the new light rail station as
well as expand services elsewhere (see Section 3.4 Indirect and
Secondary Impacts).

[-224-003

Adding access to and from the north between 236th and I-5 is outside of
the scope of this project. Traffic to and from the north would either have
to use the Lynnwood Station or 220th Street Station (if built) or use the
local street system to access the Mountlake Terrace Station.
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Lynnwood Link Extension
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

[-225-001
Your comment stating your preference for the Alternative C3 is noted.

[-225-002

The noise analysis for the Lynnwood Link Extension uses the FTA
impact criteria, and Sound Transit would mitigate noise impacts to levels
below these criteria. Sound Transit's policy is to mitigate moderate or
severe impacts. Potential mitigation measures for noise are described in
Section 4.7.7 of the Final EIS.

Sound walls are planned for all alternatives in this area, either at-grade
or elevated, as mitigation for the light rail impacts.

[-225-003
Thank you for your concerns about the impacts to neighborhood
character and cohesion from Alternatives C1 and C2 in Lynnwood.
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[-225-004

Sound Transit’s policy [Executive Order No. 1, Establishing a
Sustainability Initiative for Sound Transit (2007)] on ecosystem mitigation
is to avoid impacts to environmentally sensitive resources to the
maximum extent practicable and to provide adequate mitigation to
ensure there is no net loss of ecosystem function and acreage as a
result of agency projects. Section 4.8 discusses impacts, including
mitigation in Section 4.8.6.
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[-226-001

You are correct that Alternative C1 would be subject to a Section 4(f) use
determination. The Final EIS Section 4.18 notes that FTA has
determined a Section 4(f) use would occur, as a de minimis
determination was not available because the City of Lynnwood was not
able to concur.

[-226-002

Thank you for your concerns about the impacts to neighborhood
character and cohesion from Alternatives C1 and C2 in

Lynnwood. Section 4.5.4 compares the visual impacts of the three
alternatives, and Section 4.14.2 discusses changes in neighborhood
crime rates associated with the guideway and transit station areas.

[-226-003
Thank you for your comment stating your preference for the C3
alternative and the reasons why.
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[-227-001

Thank you for your comment stating your overall support of the
Lynnwood Link Extension project, but your concerns about the
anticipated adverse impacts of Alternatives C1 and C2 particularly along
52nd Avenue W. The Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS is a modified
version of Alternative C3. Some of the tall trees would be removed on
the east side of this street for the elevated guideway. As shown in
Figure 4.5-6, the visual impacts from residences on the west side of the
street is shown as "High" impact. The visual impacts on the east side of
the street are designated as "Low" as the area is zoned light industrial
and not residential.

The entrance to the Edmond's school district property would be
maintained.

[-227-002

The analysis on Draft EIS page 4-81 concludes that the elevated
guideway would visually intrude upon the integrity and unity of this
residential area. Figure G-118 shows the typical vegetation that would
be retained adjacent to the guideway. The largest grouping of mature
trees along 52nd Avenue West is adjacent to the former school site north
of Dolores Avenue and these trees would likely be removed to
accommodate the elevated guideway.

[-227-003

Thank you for your comments stating your concerns about the potential
traffic, noise, and visual impacts of the project along 52nd Avenue W.
during project construction and future operation.
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[-228-001
Your preference for Alternative C3 is noted.

[-228-002

Thank you for your comments about the stability and strength of the
Lynnwood community. Following the publication of the Draft EIS, Sound
Transit received a substantial number of comments in support of
Alternative C3 due the community impacts of Alternatives C1 and C2.

[-228-003

Sound Transit identified a modified Alternative C3, as the Preferred
Alternative. Please see the Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of
the Preferred Alternative.
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[-228-004

Your comment is correct that Conservation Futures Funds were used as
part of the funding to acquire property for the park. If the alternative
selected for the project requires use of Scriber Creek Park property,
Conservation Futures funding requires approval of the transfer by the
original funding jurisdiction, as well as mitigation for impacts. The
Preferred Alternative avoids this concern.
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[-229-001

Thank you for your comment stating your concerns over siting of the
Alternative C3 station and potential traffic impacts on adjacent

roadways. For this alternative, the station would be elevated and the
track guideway approaching the station would be elevated above 46th
Avenue W. Option 1 assumes the existing transit center would remain at
its current location. Under Option 2, the bus transit center would be
relocated adjacent to the light rail station with a conversion to transit-only
vehicular traffic on 46th Avenue W. The Preferred Alternative has a
station closer to the transit center and includes street improvements on
200th Street SW and along 44th and 46th Streets (see Appendix F).
Chapter 3 describes the operational effects of all of the alternatives.
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[-230-001

It is Sound Transit’s Policy to mitigate all noise and vibration impacts, per
FTA criteria. Noise and vibration mitigation measures will be included in
the project for identified impacts.

Wheel squeal only occurs on tight radius curves, not on a tangent track,
like the ones along most segments of the corridor. For areas with tight
radius curves, like the curve to 52nd Ave, trackside lubrication will be
used to mitigate wheel squeal.

[-230-002
Your concerns about wildlife impacts are noted.

[-230-003

Thank you for your comment stating a preference against Alternative C1.
Sound Transit recognizes your concern for the residents and businesses
that would be displaced with Alternative C1.

Sound Transit policy provides for a fair and equitable means of
addressing real property impacts across its projects, and this
includes relocation assistance a manner consistent with state and
federal law.

[-230-004

The Draft EIS and Final EIS include a summary of the geologic hazards
that have been identified in the project areas. The project design will
address identified geologic hazards, and will include earthquake
engineering in accordance with applicable building codes addressing
factors such as ground shaking, liquefaction, lateral spread, liquefaction-
induced settlement, and seismically-induced slope instability. The
earthquake engineering building codes incorporate research on hazards
from identified faults in the Puget Sound area.
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[-230-005
Thank you for your comments.

Lynnwood Link Extension Page 631
2013 Draft EIS Comments and Responses



[-230-006
Thank you for your comment. Costs will be among the factors the Sound
Transit Board will consider in selecting the project to be built.
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